The Excellence of the Arabs

Extended Glossary

This glossary includes the names of the many Arab peoples mentioned in
The Excellence of the Arabs. These groups have often been labeled “tribes,” and
in Ibn Qutaybah’s day, many writers considered the tribal organization of Arab
society to be a unique trait that distinguished Arabs from other peoples of the
world. Arab tribalism, however, is not as straightforward as Ibn Qutaybah,
his peers, and many subsequent commentators have assumed. The idea that
all Arabs are members of one pan-Arabian family tree of interrelated tribes is
almost certainly a fiction of Abbasid-era writers who forged elaborate explana-
tions in order to fit Arab groups into cohesive Arab genealogies. The Arabic
terms for “tribe” are also manifold and could be used to describe groups of
variable size and social cohesion. Moreover, research into Arabian popula-
tions, ancient and modern, also demonstrates that tribal composition is fluid
and that members of one tribe do not always act in concert. The size and effec-
tiveness of tribal unity thus fluctuate over time, and dividing Arabia into fixed
tribal divisions oversimplifies the contours of its society. “Tribe” also carries
connotations of primitivism in English, and to label all Arabs as “tribesmen”
might play into modern prejudices about tribes and Arabs. For these reasons,
we have chosen to eschew “tribe” in the glossary, and refer instead to the name
by which lineage groups were commonly known. Large lineage groups, such as
the Tamim, are composed of subgroups, such as the Bahdalah and the Darim,
and we have defined them as they were codified by Muslim genealogists in the
third/ninth century.

The Arabic definite article “al-” as well as the Arabic letters hamzah and
‘ayn have been disregarded in the ordering of entries. Often-used terms such as

Mecca and Medina are not cross-referenced.
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‘Abbad ibn al-Husayn, Abi Jahdam (d. early second/eighth century) famed
horseman from the Tamim (q.v.) lineage. He was head of the police in
Basra and played a role in defeating al-Mukhtar (“the Calumniator”)
(qv.) in the period when the Zubayrids controlled Basra. A settlement
near Basra was named after him.

al-‘Abbas ibn Mirdas al-Sulami  (d. between 18/639 and 35/656) poet of the
Sulaym lineage group.

Abbasids  dynasty of caliphs (132-656/750-1258), named after their ancestor
al-‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim, an uncle of the Prophet.

‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ali ibn Waththab al-Madani unknown figure. The two manu-
scripts of The Excellence of the Arabs record his name differently: Kurd
‘AlT’s edition reads it ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ali; the Cairo manuscript has ‘Ali ibn
‘Abd Allah, also unknown.

‘Abd Allah ibn al-Harith  (d. after 80/699-700) Qurayshi hadith transmit-
ter of the generation after Muhammad; nephew, via his mother, of the
Umayyad caliph Mu‘awiyah.

Abd Allah ibn Juddn  pre-Islamic Meccan trader of the Taym ibn Murrah clan
of Quraysh; renowned in Arabian lore as one of Mecca’s richest men.

‘Abd Allah ibn Khazim al-Sulami  (d. 73/692-93) a widely remembered gov-
ernor of Khurasan under the Umayyads.

Abd Allah ibn Mas%d  see Ibn Mas‘ad.

‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181/797) hadith transmitter, scholar, and mer-
chant; studied with the most important jurists of his day, including Aba
Hanifah, Sufyan al-Thawri, and Malik ibn Anas.

‘Abd Allah ibn Rawahah (d. 8/629) Medinese Companion of the Prophet
Muhammad; being literate, he was one of Muhammad’s official secre-
taries, and, with Hassan ibn Thabit (q.v.) and Kab ibn Malik (q.v.), is
counted among the three official poets of the Muslim community. Killed
at the Battle of Mu’tah.

Abd Allah ibn al-Zib‘ara  (fl. early first century/early-mid seventh cen-
tury) leading poet of the Quraysh (q.v.) before Islam; antagonistic to
Muhammad and the early Muslim community. He fled to Najran after
the Muslim conquest of Mecca in 8/630, but converted to Islam shortly
thereafter and made peace with Muhammad.

‘Abd Allah ibn Zuhayr minor hadith transmitter of uncertain identity; Hadith
scholars disagree on the form of his name (possibly Zuhayr ibn ‘Abd
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Allah). In the one hadith narrated by him, he appears as a Companion
of the Prophet.

‘Abd al-Aziz ibn Abi Bakrah hadith transmitter from the generation after the
Prophet’s lifetime. Son of Abt Bakrah (q.v.).

‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Marwdn  see Ibn Layla.

‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Khuza% author of a famous poem describing horses; a
treatise entitled the Book of Horses (Kitab al-Khayl) usually attributed to
Abt ‘Ubaydah (q.v.) is sometimes ascribed to him or his son Muhammad.

‘Abd al-Malik ibn Hamid non-Arab client of the Arabian Bahilah (q.v.);
acquired high rank in the early Abbasid regime as secretary and confi-
dant of the caliph al-Mansir (q.v.), who gave him control of the western
quarter of Baghdad.

‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (r. 65-86/685-705) fifth caliph of the Umayyad
dynasty and key figure in the development of state structures, ideologies,
and institutions for the caliphate.

‘Abd al-Mun‘im  grandson of Wahb ibn Munabbih (q.v.), and a commonly
cited transmitter of his grandfather’s lore.

‘Abd al-Muttalib ibn Hashim paternal grandfather ofthe ProphetMuhammad;
when Muhammad was orphaned as a child, ‘Abd al-Muttalib cared for
him.

‘Abd al-Qays large Arabian lineage group, settled in al-Bahrayn (q.v.) in pre-
Islamic times.

‘Abd al-Rahman  son of ‘Abd al-Mun‘im (q.v.) and great-grandson of Wahb
ibn Munabbih (q.v.).

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Aban son of, and hadith transmitter from, Aban, who
was a jurist of Medina.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Azhar Companion of the Prophet from whom
al-Zuhri (q.v.) transmitted hadiths.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Khalid  possibly the hadith transmitter ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Khalid ibn Yazid al-Qatan, from Wasit, who died in 251/865-66.

‘Abd al-Warith ibn Sa‘td  (d. 180/796-97) minor Basran hadith transmitter of
the early Abbasid period.

‘Abdah ibn al-Tabib  pre-Islamic “brigand poet” (Ar. su‘liik), remembered in
the lore both for thieving and for singing fine poetry; survived into the
Islamic period, converted to Islam, and reportedly participated in early

Muslim campaigns in Iraq.
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Abjar ibn Jabir see Abu Hajjar Abjar ibn Jabir.

Abrahah  Christian king of Ethiopian origin in south Arabia in the middle of
the sixth century AD; in Islamic literature he is named as the leader of
a Yemeni expedition against Mecca in the year of Muhammad’s birth,
ca. AD 570.

Abraham (Ar. Ibrahim) the Abraham of the Bible, who in Islamic sacred
history founds or reforms the monotheistic cult of the Kaaba in Mecca.
Father to Isaac (through his wife Sarah) and Ishmael (through his con-
cubine Hagar).

Abs prominent lineage group of the Ghatafan (q.v.); in the pre-Islamic era
they lived in central Arabian Najd and they feature in the lore of numer-
ous pre-Islamic Arabian battles.

Abi Amamah al-Bahili [Sudayy ibn ‘Ajlan]  (d. 81/700-1 or 86/705-6) Com-
panion of the Prophet who settled in Hims and is said to have transmitted
hadith from the Prophet and other early scholars.

Abi Amribn al-Ala’  (d.154/771 or 157/774) famous early lexicographer,
grammarian, Qur’an reader, and expert on poetry; active in Basra, he
taught most of the scholars of the subsequent generation.

Abu l-Atahiyah  (d. 210/825 or 211/826) poet best known for his ascetic
poetry and acclaimed as one of the leading “modern poets” (muhdathiin)
of the Abbasid era. His given name was Aba Ishaq Isma‘l ibn al-Qasim
ibn Suwayd ibn Kaysan.

Abi ‘Attab Hasakah ibn ‘Attab  (fl. mid-first/mid-seventh century) warrior of
the “Puffy Tummies” clan of the Tamim (q.v.), who settled in Basra, but
left following the First Civil War to adventure as a brigand in eastern Iran
where he captured the city of Zaranj, and later defeated an army sent
against him by ‘Ali ibn Ab1 Talib (q.v.).

Abii Bakr (r.11-13/632-34) Muhammad’s father-in-law and Islam’s first
caliph. A wealthy Qurayshi merchant before Islam; reported to be the
first convert to Islam, or one of the first.

Abti Bakrah [Nufayibn Masrih] Companion of the Prophet, and hadith
transmitter; enslaved in pre-Islam and manumitted by the Prophet.
He reportedly died in the same year as al-Hasan, the son of ‘Ali ibn Abi
Talib (q.v.), ca. 49/669-70 (al-Hasan’s death date is variously reported).

Abit Dhw’ayb [al-Hudhali] ~ (d. ca. 30-35/650-55) pre-Islamic poet of the Ara-
bian Hudhayl (q.v.); survived into the Islamic period and participated in
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several Muslim conquests; some report that he died on campaign during
the caliphate of ‘Uthman (q.v.), either in North Africa or Turkey.

Abii Dulaf [al-Qasim ibn ‘Isa I-Tjli] ~ (d. between 225/840 and 228/843) poet,
musician, litterateur, military commander under the caliph al-Amin
(r.193-98/809-13), and governor under the caliph al-Mu‘tasim (r. 218-
27/833-42).

Abu Ghadir  (fl. first/seventh century) likely a sobriquet of ‘Urwah al-Fugaymi
(also known as Abt Ghadirah), a member of the Tamim lineage group
(q.v.) and a contemporary of the Prophet.

Abii Ghassan  possibly Yazid ibn Ziyad (fl. mid second/eighth century),
member of the early Abbasid movement and the chamberlain of the first
Abbasid caliph, al-Saffah (r. 132-37/750-54).

Abu Hajjar Abjar ibn Jabir [al-Tjli]  (d. early first/seventh century) a Chris-
tian of the northeastern Arabian ‘Ijl ibn Lujaym (q.v.) who lived into the
early Islamic period. He did not convert to Islam, but his son Hajjar did;
Abjar is remembered in Arabic lore as giving wise advice to Hajjar on the
eve of his conversion.

Abi Hanbal Jariyah ibn Murr  (fl. mid-sixth century AD) pre-Islamic poet
from the Tayyi’ (q.v.).

Abu Hatim  Sahl ibn Muhammad al-Sijistani (d. ca. 255/869) Sunni philolo-
gist and specialist of Arabian poetry; teacher of many Iraqi scholars,
including Ibn Qutaybah.

Abit Hurayrah  (d. between 57/678 and 59/680) Companion of the Prophet.
One of the most frequently cited authorities of hadith: thousands of
hadith are ascribed to him, although the authenticity of many of them
is debated.

Abi Ja'far al-Mansir  see al-Mansur.

Abu Jahdam ‘Abbad ibn Husayn  see ‘Abbad ibn al-Husayn.

Abit Malil leader of the Thalabah (q.v.) mentioned in pre-Islamic lore; father
of Bujayr and ‘Ifaq (q.v.).

Abii I-Minhal (d.106/724-25) Basran hadith transmitter who settled in
Mecca.

Abiu Misa l-Ash‘ari - (d. uncertain, possibly 42/662) Companion of the Pro-
phet and prominent military leader during the early Islamic conquests;

one of the two arbitrators, alongside ‘Amr ibn al-‘As (q.v.), tasked with
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settling the dispute over the caliphate between ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib and
Mu‘awiyah (qq.v.) in 37/657.

Abiu Misa Shahawat Umayyad-era client of the Quraysh and poet known
best for his lampoon and praise poems and his turbulent relations with
members of the Umayyad elite. His given name was Musa ibn Yasar;
the nickname Shahawat (“Cravings”) was reportedly earned because of
his oft-expressed desires for gifts and favors.

Abit Mus‘ab al-Zubayri ['Abd Allah ibn Mus‘ab ibn Thabit] (d. 184/800) Mec-
can aristocrat of the late Umayyad and early Abbasid era, confidant of the
Abbasid caliph al-Mahdi and father and grandfather of Mus‘ab al-Zubayri
and Zubayr ibn Bakkar, respectively, two of the most important early
historians of the Quraysh.

Abi I-Najm [al-Tjli] ~ (d. ca. 120/738) Umayyad-era poet celebrated for rajaz-
style verse about Bedouin life and praise poems of the Umayyad elite.
Also known for his poetic rivalry with al-‘Ajjaj (q.v.), part of a wider
political rivalry between the Mudar (q.v.) and Rabi‘ah factions in the
Umayyad era.

Abi Nu‘aym [al-Fadl ibn Dukayn ibn Hammad] (d.219/834) transmitter of
hadith from al-A‘mash (q.v.) and al-Thawri (q.v.).

Abit Nukhaylah (d. 145/762) poet of the late Umayyad and early Abbasid
eras; a specialist in the rajaz style, he praised the first two Abbasid
caliphs, but was reportedly murdered when he composed a poem against
“Tsa ibn Masa, the crown prince of al-Mansar (q.v.).

Abu Salih  see Muslim ibn ‘Amr.

Abu Sufyan [ibn Harb ibn Umayyah] (d. ca. 32/653) prominent Meccan mer-
chant of the Qurayshi clan ‘Abd Shams; chief opponent of Muhammad
but converted to Islam just prior to Muhammad’s conquest of Mecca.
Father of Mu‘awiyah (q.v.), the first Umayyad caliph.

Abit Tammam al-Ta’i  (d. 231/845) celebrated Abbasid court poet and poetry
anthologist; originally a Damascene Christian, Aba Tammam converted
to Islam and feigned Arab identity by claiming descent from the Tayyi’
(qv.).

Abu ‘Ubaydah [ Ma‘mar ibn al-Muthanna] (d.210/825) non-Arab client of
the Taym (q.v.); one of the most important early Arabic philologists and
scholars of pre-Islamic Arab history, he was among the first to record his

scholarship in book form.
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Abii Umayyah  see ‘Amr ibn Sa‘id.

Abit ‘Uyaynah  possibly Abtt Muhammad Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (d. 198/814),
a revered Kufan traditionist who settled in Mecca. He narrated hadith
from prominent scholars and is much cited in later literature.

Abi I-Yagzan Suhaym ibn Hafs, or ‘Amir ibn Hafs (d. 190/805-6) a genealo-
gist and collector of Arabian lore, he was an important source for early
Abbasid historians and litterateurs and is cited frequently by al-Jahiz and
al-Mada’ini.

Abii Zayd al-Ansari  (d. 214 or 215/830-31) grammarian and lexicographer.

Ad legendary southeast Arabian people; mentioned in the Qur’an as the
people to whom God sent the prophet Hid; they rejected Hid’s message
and God destroyed them by a violent wind.

adab term connoting education, ethics, and culture; byword for the reper-
toire of general literary knowledge and social etiquette necessary for
an educated individual to succeed in Abbasid society and government
service.

‘Adi  ason of Hatim al-T2’1 (q.v.), Companion of the Prophet, and follower of
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.).

Adiibn Zayd [ibn Malik ibn al-Riga‘]l (d. ca. 99-101/717-20) Umayyad-era
praise poet.

al-Aghlab al-Rajiz [ibn Amr al-Ijli] (fl. early seventh century AD) pre-
Islamic poet considered by several Muslim specialists to be one of the
foremost composers in the rajaz (q.v.) style.

Ahmad ibn al-Khalil possibly Ahmad ibn al-Khalil ibn Mayman al-Yamani,
who transmitted from al-Asma‘ (q.v.).

al-Ahnaf[ibn Qays] (d. ca. 67/687) a nobleman of the Tamim (q.v.), he set-
tled in Kufa during the early Umayyad era; proverbial in Arabic literature
for his equanimity and leadership.

al-Ahtam ibn Sumayy al-Tamimi  (fl. late sixth century AD) a pre-Islamic
member of the Tamim (q.v.); his son, ‘Amr ibn al-Ahtam, was a Compan-
ion of the Prophet Muhammad.

al-Ahwas al-Ansari  (d.110/728-29) Umayyad-era Medinese aristocrat and
poet famous for his carousing in Medina; his poetry reflects the luxurious
and sometimes libertine aspects of his society, as well as the indignant

pride of his people.
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Aishah  (d. 58/678) favored wife of the Prophet Muhammad and daughter
of Abtu Bakr, the first caliph. Frequently cited as a source of hadiths.
She fought the fourth caliph, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.), in 36/656 during
the early Muslim community’s First Civil War.

Ajam  term connoting non-Arabs; in Ibn Qutaybah’s text the word refers to
peoples from further east whom we might call “Iranians,” though this
was not a term Ibn Qutaybah himself would have used since a specifically
“Iranian” identity was the product of later times.

al-Ajjaj, ‘Abd Allah ibn Rwbah (d. 97/715) celebrated Umayyad-era Iraqi
poet famous for composing almost all his poetry in the rajaz (q.v.) meter.
Also known for his poetic rivalry with Aba 1-Najm al-‘Ijli (q.v.).

Ajlan [ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Ka‘b ibn Rabi‘ah ibn Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah] nomadic
central Arabian lineage group.

al-Akhtal [Ghiyath ibn Ghawth ibn al-Salt] (d. ca. 92/710) Christian Arabic
poet of the Taghlib (q.v.) who together with Jarir and al-Farazdaq formed
the famous poetic triad of the Umayyad period; in the poetic jousts
between Jarir and al-Farazdaq (qq.v.), he sided with the latter.

Akk  an Arabian lineage group that lived on the Red Sea coast of south Arabia
(Tihamah) at the dawn of Islam; genealogists disagreed over whether it
belonged to the “Northern” or “Southern” Arab lineage.

Aktham ibn Sayfi I-Tamimi  (d. ca. 8/630) a legendary pre-Islamic Arabian
sage whose lifespan is variously reported as between 130 and 300 years,
making him one of the celebrated mu‘ammarin (long-livers).

Al@’ ibn al-Hadrami  (d. 14/635) a Companion of the Prophet; dispatched to
lead the spread of Islam in al-Bahrayn (q.v.), where he became governor.
After the Prophet’s death, he defeated apostate groups in al-Bahrayn and
took part in one of the early (and abortive) Muslim invasions of south-
west Iran.

Aldebaran  (Ar. al-Dabaran, also known as Hadi [-Najm) a star in the constel-
lation of Taurus, reputed to be a bad omen. It rises near and soon after
the Pleiades and is one of the brightest visible stars.

Aliibn Abi Talib  (d. 41/661) first cousin of the Prophet, fourth caliph, and
husband of the Prophet’s daughter Fatimah. The Shi‘ah regard him as

the first Imam.
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‘Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Al ibn Abi Talib  (d. 94/712 or 95/713) great-grandson
of the Prophet, regarded as the fourth Imam of the Twelver Shi‘ah; also
known as “Adornment of the Worshippers” (Zayn al-‘Abidin).

Allies  (Ar. Ansar) the Medinese clans Aws and Khazraj, who were the first
clans to convert to Islam; in 1/622 Muhammad emigrated to Medina and
established the first Muslim polity there.

Algamah ibn Hawdhah (d. early first/seventh century) pre-Islamic Arabian
nobleman and leader of the “Sons of the Camel Snout” (q.v.), part of the
Sa‘d subgroup of the Tamim (q.v.); he reportedly lived into the Islamic
era.

Algamah ibn ‘Ulathah [al-Amiri] ~ (d. ca. 20/640) pre-Islamic Arabian noble-
man-warrior, converted to Islam and became a prominent political
figure. Best known in Arabic literature for his acerbic rivalry with his
kinsman ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl (q.v.).

Amalig legendary people; Muslim genealogists linked them to the descen-
dants of Noah and considered them among the first inhabitants of south
Arabia.

al-A‘mash, Sulayman ibn Mihran al-Asadi  (d. 148/765) Kufan hadith trans-
mitter and Qur’an reader of Persian descent.

Amir name of several lineage groups in pre-Islamic Arabia, the largest being
the ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah, a powerful clan of the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.), who
settled in central Arabia (Najd) and expanded into al-T2’if in northwest
Arabia (the Hijaz).

Amir ibn Hawdhah  (fl. early seventh century AD) pre-Islamic Arabian noble-
man; leader of the “Sons of the Camel Snout” (q.v.), part of the Sa‘d sub-
group of the Tamim (q.v.).

Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah  see ‘Amir.

Amir ibn al-Tufayl (d. ca. 7/628), renowned pre-Islamic warrior and poet;
participated in many of the most famous conflicts recorded in pre-Islamic
Arabian lore; lived into the first years of the Islamic period, but did not
convert and reportedly opposed Islam’s spread into central Arabia.

Amir ibn al-Zarib al-Adwani ~ (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic Arabian sage.
Lore connects him to Mecca and notes a number of his practices, such as

abstinence from alcohol, which coincide with later Islamic law.
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Amirah ibn Ju‘al al-Taghlibi  (fl. sixth century AD) obscure pre-Islamic Ara-
bian poet (his name is variously recorded); his surviving poems are
mostly lampoons composed against his own Taghlib (q.v.) kinsmen.

Amribn al-As Companion of the Prophet, leader of the invasion of Egypt
in 19/640, and one of the two arbitrators appointed at Siffin in 37/657
to settle the dispute over the caliphate between ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib and
Mu‘awiyah (qq.v.).

‘Amr ibn Hind, “the Burner” (r. ca. AD 554—70) Lakhmid ruler of al-Hirah,
Sasanian vassal, and military leader in the Sasanian-Byzantine fron-
tier conflict. The various explanations for his nickname, “the Burner,”
include a story that he avenged the death of one of his brothers by order-
ing the immolation of ten prisoners from the Hanzalah (q.v.).

Ampribn Kulthum  (fl. sixth-century AD) pre-Islamic leader of the Jusham
clan of the Taghlib (q.v.); he composed one of the great pre-Islamic odes
(mu‘allagah).

Amr ibn Ma'dikarib [Abu Thawr] (d. after 16/637) poet and leading figure of
the Yemeni Zubayd; earned great acclaim in the Muslim victory over the
Sasanians at al-Qadisiyyah (14/635 or 16/637).

Amribn Sa‘id [al-Ashdaq] (d.69-70/688-90) Meccan aristocrat of the
Umayyad clan, renowned for his eloquence; governor of Mecca during
the caliphate of Mu‘awiyah (q.v.); attempted to become caliph himself
during the Second Civil War when he seized Damascus, but was killed
by the caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (q.v.).

Amr ibn ‘Utbah [ibn Fargad al-Sulami I-Kuft] (d. ca. 29/649-650) martyr
credited with a variety of ascetic ideas and practices.

Amr ibn Wudd [al-Amiri] pre-Islamic Arab hero reportedly killed by ‘Ali ibn
Ab1 Talib (q.v.) at the Battle of the Ditch in 5/627 when the pagan Mec-
cans besieged Muhammad and his followers in Medina.

Anazah major branch of the Rabi‘ah, based in northern and central Arabia
at the dawn of Islam.

Anushirvan  Sasanian king, reigned AD 531-79.

Arafat  hill outside Mecca where the rituals of the second day of the hajj pil-
grimage are held.

arak the tree Salvadora persica, still today popularly known as “the tooth-

brush tree.”
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Ardashir [ibn] Babak (r. AD 226-41) Arabic name for the founder of the
Sasanian dynasty in Iran.

Aristotle (Ar. Arista) considered the outstanding and unique representative
of philosophy by most Arabic-language philosophers, who sometimes
call him simply “the Philosopher.”

Arpachshad  (Ar. Arfakhshad) son of the biblical Shem, who was son of Noah.
Muslim enthnogenesis made heavy use of Noah’s line.

Artah ibn Suhayyah (d.86/705 or later) early Islamic poet of satire and
praise, the latter dedicated to the Umayyad caliph Mu‘awiyah (q.v.).

arzan atree with a hard wood.

Asad a large lineage group of the Mudar (q.v.); “Northern Arabs” who
resided in central Arabia (Najd); featured in numerous tales of pre-
Islamic Arabian warring.

Asad ibn ‘Abd Allah [al-Qasri] (d.120/738) Umayyad governor of Khurasan
(r.106-9/724-27 and 117-20/735-38).

al-As‘ar ibn Humran al-Jufi  an unidentified poet.

al-A'sha, Maymin ibn Qays (d. after 3/625) one of the most celebrated pre-
Islamic poets, known for itinerancy and his interaction with important
political groups on the Arabian-Iraqi frontier. He lived into the very early
Islamic period, but reportedly did not convert.

A‘sha Bahilah ~‘Amir ibn al-Harith (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic poet pri-
marily known for his elegies, which Muslim anthologists much esteemed.

Ash‘ar lineage group of the “Southern Arabs,” settled near the western coast
of Yemen in the pre-Islamic era. They allied with Mu‘awiyah (q.v.) during
the First Civil War, and a number of their members were prominent
political figures under the Umayyads.

Ashban  aterm with multiple interpretations, including the name used for the
pre-Islamic rulers of Spain and Italy, or an Iranian people near Isfahan.

‘asidah  a porridge made with wheat flour and clarified butter, cooked into a
paste thick enough to be chewed.

Asim ibn al-Hadathan (d. ca. early second/eighth century?) an obscure
figure reportedly important in certain Kharijite (q.v.) groups and in fight-
ing during the Second Civil War.

al-Asma‘i  Abu Sa‘ld ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Qurayb (d.213/828) Basran lexicog-
rapher and narrator of anecdotes about Arabia; attended the court of

al-Rashid (q.v.); his teachings, particularly on the specialized vocabulary
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of different fields, were compiled into books by his students and subse-
quent generations of scholars.

A‘sur branch of the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.) lineage; the Bahilah (q.v.), are one of
their sub-groups.

al-Aswad ibn Ya'fur (d. ca. AD 600) leader of the Tamim (q.v.) on the Ara-
bian-Iraqi frontier in the generation before Islam; also famed for his elo-
quence and poetry.

al-Attabi  Kulthim ibn ‘Amr (d.208/823 or 220/835) praise poet, secre-
tary, and courtier, associated with the Barmakids (q.v.) and the caliphs
al-Rashid (q.v.) and al-Ma’mun (q.v.); a famed prose stylist, he read Per-
sian and composed several books on adab (q.v.) and lexicography.

Awf asubgroup of the Tamim lineage group (q.v.), mentioned in Arabic his-
torical sources, including pertaining to Medina.

Aws one of the main two lineages of Medina. The other was the Khazraj, and
the two constituted the Allies of Muhammad and his supporters after
their relocation to Medina from Mecca.

Aws ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Buraydah [al-Marwazi] transmitter of hadith from
Buraydah (q.v.), his grandfather.

Awsajah ibn Mughith [al-Qa‘if] Arabian diviner of unknown date whose
memory appears to be preserved only in the anecdote Ibn Qutaybah
reports about his divination skills.

Ayyub ibn Sulayman  (fl. first half of the second/eighth century) son of the
Umayyad caliph Sulayman ibn ‘Abd al-Malik (q.v.).

Azar Abraham’s father according to the interpretation of Q An‘am 6:74. Early
Muslim exegetes also knew the biblical name of Abraham’s father, Terah
(Ar. Tarih), and suggested varied interpretations to reconcile the two
names.

Azd one of the major subgroups of the Kahlan (q.v.); one of the major
branches of the “Southern Arabs,” the Azd were originally from cen-
tral Yemen; groups claiming kinship to Azd were spread widely across
Arabia at the dawn of Islam.

Babel (Ar. Babil ) the city of Babylon as well as the country of Babylonia
(q.v.), according to ancient Arab writers. The city’s ruins lie some fifty-
four miles due south of Baghdad on the Euphrates.

Babylonia home to the ancient Babylonian Empire (eighteenth-sixth centu-

ries BC) that at its height stretched from the Persian Gulf to Syria.
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Badr aNorth Arabian clan that was part of the wider Bant Fazara tribe.

Baghid ibn Amir leader of the Tamim (q.v.) in the early seventh century AD,
converted to Islam but remained in Arabia; during the caliphate of ‘Umar
ibn al-Khattab (q.v.), Baghid and another Arabian notable, al-Zibrigan
ibn Badr (q.v.), were the subjects of a famous poetic duel between
al-Hutay’ah (q.v.) and Dithar ibn Shayban.

Bahdalah [ibn Awf] alarge subgroup of the Tamim (q.v.).

Bahilah [ibn A'sur]  a large subgroup of the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.) who resided in
northeastern Arabia at the dawn of Islam.

Bahra® a large subgroup of the Quda‘ah who resided on Arabia’s northern
Red Sea coast at the dawn of Islam.

Bahram Gar (r. AD 420-38) Sasanian king; ascended the throne with the
help of the Lakhmid (q.v.) king al-Mundhir I following the assassination
of his father Yazdagird I (r. AD 399-420).

al-Bahrayn region in eastern Arabia (much larger than modern-day Bahrain).

Bakribn Wa’il ancient confederacy in central, east, and (later) north Arabia,
belonging to the Rabi‘ah ibn Nizar “Northern Arabs.”

Balkh an important city of well-irrigated oases located on major trading
routes in northern Afghanistan, and a center of Buddhism and Zoroas-
trianism. The Barmakids (q.v.) were originally from Balkh.

Bardjim  alineage group related to the Hanzalah ibn Malik (q.v.).

Baris a source of water near Damascus; either the late antiquity name for
Damascus’s main river, al-Barada, or al-Ghatah, the oasis on the south of
Damascus, formed by the river.

Barmakids originally Buddhists from Balkh (q.v.), they served the first five
Abbasid caliphs. For reasons that still remain obscure al-Rashid (q.v.)
deposed the Barmakids in 187/803, imprisoning and executing many of
them.

basham  a fragrant tree.

Basra  garrison town and port city near the head of the Persian Gulf founded
in 17/638 during the Islamic conquests of southern Iraq. A major intel-
lectual center in early Islamic times.

Bedouin nomadic or semi-nomadic Arabic-speaking peoples originating in
the Arabian Peninsula. Ibn Qutaybah and his peers romanticized them as

the preservers of pure Arab cultural values.
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believers (Ar. mu’minun) any believers in a monotheistic God, though by
Ibn Qutaybah’s day, “believer” had become synonymous, as it is in the
present-day, with “Muslim.” (The distinction between “believer” and
“Muslim” in nascent Islam remains the subject of scholarly debate.).

Bistam ibn Qays pre-Islamic hero and poet of the Shayban (q.v.). His family
was considered one of the three most noble and aristocratic Bedouin
families, and he led his lineage group from the age of twenty.

Bujayr and ‘Ifag famous horsemen and sons of Aba Malil (q.v.) mentioned
in pre-Islamic battle poetry. They were reportedly killed by Bistam ibn
Qays (q.v.).

Bukayr ibn al-Akhnas [al-Sadusi] (fl. late first/seventh century) Kufan hadith
transmitter.

Buraydah Companion of the Prophet who participated in the conquests
in Khurasan and died during the reign of Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah (r. 60-
64/680-83). His descendants reportedly remained in the area.

Burning Ember Tribes (Ar. Jamarat al-Arab) a set of celebrated militarized
lineage groups in pre-Islamic times. The origins of the term are legend-
ary, and the constitutent groups were debated by Muslim writers but are
generally named as the Numayr (q.v.), ‘Abs, and Dabbah; sometimes also
the Harith ibn Ka'b.

Buzurgmihr  (fl. sixth century AD) a minister of the Sasanian king Khosrow
Anushirvan. He was of legendary wisdom and virtue and is credited with
many wise precepts in Middle Persian (Pahlavi) and Arabic literature.

caliph  (Ar. khalifah) Qur’anic term indicating “successor, substitute, replace-
ment, deputy,” adapted for the political head of the Muslim community
after the Prophet’s death in 11/632.

caliphate  the politico-religious institution associated with the caliph.

the Calumniator (Ar. al-kadhdhab) epithet for al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi (d. 67/
687) who, under the Umayyads, was leader of a movement partisan
to ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.) which controlled Kufa in 66-67/685-87.
He claimed to be acting as the representative of ‘Al’’s son Muhammad
ibn al-Hanafiyyah (q.v.), and his movement is often classified as an early
manifestation of extremist Shi‘ism.

client(s) (Ar. mawla, pl. mawali) non-Arab convert(s) to Islam. Converts
to Islam notionally had kinship with those who converted them and by

extension with their lineage group.
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Companions Muslims who saw, met, or heard the Prophet Muhammad
personally.

Copts  pre-Islamic Egyptians. In The Excellence of the Arabs, the Egyptians of
pharaonic times specifically.

Dabbah  alineage connoting several Arabian kin groups, including the Sarim
ibn Sa‘d ibn Dabbah, kin of the Umayyad-era poet al-Farazdaq (q.v.).

Dahamah the mother of Yazid ibn al-Muhallab (q.v.).

Darim  a subgroup of the Tamim, descended from Zayd Manat. At the dawn
of Islam, their lands were located to the northeast of Medina.

David (Ar. Dawud) the prophet-king of Israel, mentioned in several places in
the Qur’an, sometimes with his son and successor, Solomon.

Daws a subgroup of the Azd. In the early seventh century aD, they were
widespread in Arabia, but were particularly connected with the Lakh-
mids (q.v.) and the history of the Arabian-Iraqi frontier.

Dhii I-Isba‘ al-Adwani  (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic poet of legend-
ary stature in Muslim literature, particularly celebrated for his wisdom
poetry.

Dhit Qar a victory of Arabian groups allied to Bakr ibn W2’il (q.v.) over the
Sasanians in ca. AD 604-11, near al-Hirah (q.v.). It was a blow to Sasa-
nian influence in eastern Arabia and is recalled in Arabic literature as the
first “Arab victory” over the Persians, and the precursor to the Islamic
conquests.

Dhii I-Qarnayn  figure mentioned in the Quran (Q Kahf 18:83-101), often
equated with Alexander the Great on the basis of similarities with epi-
sodes in the Alexander Romance.

Dhii I-Rummah  Ghaylan ibn ‘Ugbah (d.117/735-36) Umayyad-era Arabian
poet, famous for desert descriptions composed in an archaic style.

Dhii I-Ruqaybah  see Malik Dhu I-Ruqaybah.

Dhubyan a major subgroup of the Ghatafan (q.v.), claiming lineage from the
Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.); they resided to the east of Medina at the dawn of Islam.

Di‘bilibn ‘Ali I-Khuzat  (d. 244/859 or 246/860) Abbasid-era poet famous for
his pro-Yemeni verses and those praising ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.), as well
as for biting satires directed against caliphs and other high-ranking fig-
ures of his time.

dinar a gold coin originally weighing approximately 4.25 grams; the basis

of the caliphate’s monetary system and a symbol of status and wealth.
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In the second/eighth century, one dinar had the value of approximately
ten silver dirhams, which increased to twenty-five dirhams by the third/
ninth century.

Esau (Ar. ‘Aysaw) son of Isaac and Rebecca, brother of Jacob. Muslim geneal-
ogy identifies him as the progenitor of al-Ram (q.v.).

Euclid (Ar. Iglidus) (third century Bc) Greek mathematician from Alexan-
dria celebrated as the “Father of Geometry.” His books on geometry and
optics were translated into Arabic during the second/eighth century and
were extensively studied and developed by Muslim mathematicians.

al-Fadl ibn Sahl [ibn Zadhanfarikh] (d.202/818) Zoroastrian convert to
Islam, brother of al-Hasan ibn Sahl (q.v.), and famed tutor and later vizier
to the Abbasid caliph al-Ma’mun (q.v.).

faludh more commonly falidhaj, from the Persian palidag (“strained”),
a sweet made of flour and honey.

al-Farazdaq Abu Firas Hammam ibn Ghalib (d. ca. 110/728) one of the three
most famous Umayyad-era poets (along with Jarir and al-Akhtal [qq.v.]).
He composed poetry for and about many high-ranking Muslims and
caliphs and is most famous for his lifelong poetic jousts with Jarir.

Farras one of the subgroups of the Bahilah (q.v.).

Fars aprovince of southwestern Iran and homeland to the Sasanian kings.

farsakh (from the Persian parasang), a distance of about four miles, or six
kilometers.

Fatimah (d.11/632) longest-lived daughter of the Prophet Muhammad, wife
of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, and mother of al-Hasan and al-Husayn (qq.v.).
The Shi‘ah revere her as the most excellent woman.

Fazzan a tribal group who populated the Sidan (q.v.) and who figure in
Muslim ethnogenesis.

al-Find al-Zimmani  (fl. mid-sixth century AD) pre-Islamic warrior poet who
participated in the Bastis War between the northeastern Arabian Taghlib
and Shayban (qq.v.).

Galen (Ar. Jaliyants) (AD 129-200 or 206) Greek doctor and philosopher
and author of a large corpus of medical treatises that formed the basis of
medical practice in late antiquity. His works were translated into Arabic
during the second/eighth century, and Muslim physicians cited him

extensively.
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Ghani [ibn A'sur]  a lineage group of Northern Arabians related to the Qays
‘Aylan (q.v.). They resided in north and northeastern Arabia in the cen-
tury before Islam.

ghassaniyyah unidentified dish.

Ghatafan a northern Arabian lineage whose lands lay in Najd between the
Hijaz and Shammar Mountains.

Gog and Magog figures mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, Revelation, Chris-
tian Apocrypha, and the Qur’an in the context of the end of time. Muslim
traditions associated them with a mysterious horde of Eastern peoples,
kept at bay by a great wall built by Alexander the Great. Their crossing of
the wall was to herald the end times.

HadiI-Najm  see Aldebaran.

Hadith the entire corpus of hadiths (q.v.); used to determine the exemplary
practice of the Prophet.

hadith  a report of something the Prophet Muhammad said or did, includ-
ing tacit expressions of approval or disapproval, consisting of the report
itself as well as a list of those who transmitted it.

hadith qudsi a class of Hadith reporting words spoken by God, as distin-
guished from prophetic Hadith, which report the words of the Prophet.
Hadith qudsi differ from the Qur’an, as they are not considered to be
inimitable, nor revealed through the medium of Gabriel, and they are
not recited in the ritual prayers.

Hagar (Ar. Hajar) according to Muslim tradition, concubine of Abraham and
the mother of Ishmael, the legendary ancestor of the Arabs.

Hajar the ancient capital of al-Bahrayn (q.v.), from hajar (“town” in the epi-
graphic dialects of pre-Islamic south Arabia), and therefore also found in
other place-names.

Hajib [ibn Zurdarah]  (d. early seventh century AD) leader of the Tamim (q.v.)
immediately prior to the rise of Islam. Arabic lore describes how he gave
his bow as a pledge to Khosrow Anushirvan (q.v.) in exchange for per-
mission to pasture his clan’s flocks in Sasanian territory.

hajj the Muslim annual pilgrimage. It has pre-Islamic origins and incorpo-
rates rituals connected with Abraham, his concubine Hagar, and son
Ishmael.

bered for his harsh but effective government.
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Hajr historic settlement near modern Hofuf in eastern Saudi Arabia. Report-
edly founded by the Hanifa ibn Lujaym (q.v.), it was the principal city of
al-Bahrayn (q.v.), an important center of contact between the Sasanian
Empire and Arabia before Islam, and a regional capital in the Islamic era.

Ham  (Ar. Ham) son of Noah. Not mentioned by name in the Qur’an but pos-
sibly the unbelieving son of Noah who refused to follow his father during
the Flood. He features in Muslim genealogy as a forefather of various
peoples, though inferior to Noah’s sons Shem and Japheth.

Hamdan an important lineage of south Arabia, originally from the fertile
mountains north of Sanaa in Yemen.

Hammam ibn Qabisah (d. 64/684) leader of the Numayr (q.v.) and a promi-
nent military commander during the early Umayyad period. During the
First Civil War, he fought with Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (q.v.), and
during the Second Civil War, he sided with the unsuccessful faction of
al-Dahhak ibn Qays and was killed in battle.

Hanifah [ibn Lujaym] a powerful subgroup of the Bakr ibn W2’il (q.v.), resi-
dent in the eastern part of central Arabia (al-Yamamah) in pre-Islamic
times.

Hanis ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Hudhdfah al-Sahmi  Companion of the Prophet. Ibn
Qutaybah reports that he delivered Muhammad’s letter to the Sasanian
king, but other accounts name different envoys.

Hanzalah ibn Malik  the largest subgroup of the Tamim (q.v.); resided in cen-
tral Arabia at the dawn of Islam.

Haram [ibn Qatbah ibn Sinan (or Sayyar) ibn ‘Amr al-Fazari] (d.after13/634)
a judge from pre-Islamic times known for his eloquence. He reportedly
accepted Islam during the Prophet’s lifetime.

Harim ibn Sinan  (d. ca. AD 608) one of the leaders of the Dhubyan (q.v.) in
the generation before the Prophet Muhammad, known for his settling
of conflict between the Dhubyan and the ‘Abs; famously praised by the
poet Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma (q.v.).

harisah a thick potage made with pounded grains, minced meat, and a vari-
ety of seasonings.

al-Harith ibn ‘Amr ibn Tamim  pre-Islamic Arabian, nicknamed al-Habit
(“Puffy Tummy”), he was the eponymous ancestor of the Habitat sub-

group of the Tamim.
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al-Harith ibn Awf (fl. first/seventh century) a pre-Islamic warrior and leader
of the Murrah. He settled two especially prominent tribal disputes and
led “the Confederates” (Ar. al-ahzab) against the Prophet at the Battle of
the Trench. He later accepted Islam, and Muhammad appointed him as
aleader of the Murrah.

Harin al-Rashid ~ see al-Rashid.

Haruris  the twelve thousand men who gathered in Hartra’, a place near
Kufa, in 37/657 to protest against the decision by ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.)
to accept arbitration in his dispute with Mu‘awiyah (q.v.) over the caliph-
ate. Hartirls are considered the first Kharijites (q.v.).

al-Hasan [ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib] (d. ca. 49/669-70) son of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib
and the Prophet’s daughter Fatimah, and according to the Shi‘ah, the
second Imam, after ‘Al1.

al-Hasan ibn Jahwar a member of the household of al-Mansitr (q.v.), accord-
ing to Ibn Qutaybah. He is otherwise unknown.

al-Hasan ibn Sahl (d. 236/850-51) son of a Zoroastrian convert to Islam,
secretary and governor for the Abbasid caliph al-Ma’miin (q.v.), brother
of the vizier al-Fadl ibn Sahl (q.v.), and father of Baran, who married
al-Ma’'min.

Hashim  a clan of the Quraysh to which the Prophet and the ancestors of the
subsequent Abbasid dynasty belonged.

Hassan ibn Thabit  (d. 50-54/670-74) a Medinese poet contemporary with
Muhammad; he is considered one of the three leading poets of the first
Muslim community, alongside Ka'b ibn Malik (q.v.) and ‘Abd Allah ibn
Rawahah (q.v.).

Hatim ibn al-Nu‘man  (fl. mid-first/seventh century) leader of the Bahilah
(q.v.) during the early Muslim era and a prominent military commander;
captured Merv (q.v.) during the caliphate of ‘Uthman (q.v.) and helped
rule Khurasan; backed Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (q.v.) in the First Civil
War and became lord over northern Mesopotamia.

Hatim al-Ta’t  (fl. second half of the sixth century AD) poet proverbial for his
generosity and hospitality.

Hawdhah al-Hanafi [ibn ‘Ali] ~ (d. ca. 8/630) poet and leader of the Hanifah
(qv.); the Prophet reportedly corresponded with him to convert them.
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haysah (or hays) an Arab dish made from dates crushed and kneaded with
clarified butter, and mixed with flour, bread crumbs, or skimmed, dried,
and crumbled camels’ milk cheese.

Hephthalites (Ar. Hayatilah) a steppe people from Mongolia who formed
powerful kingdoms along the Oxus during the fourth or fifth centuries
AD.

Herat a city and province in western Afghanistan and a part of Greater
Khurasan; situated in the fruitful valley of the Hari River.

Hibban [or Abban] ibn Zayd (mid-first/seventh century) an obscure tradi-
tionist of the Shar‘ab lineage.

Hijaz the birthplace and spiritual center of Islam; area in the northwestern
Arabian Peninsula, encompassing Mecca and Medina.

al-Hijr ancient commercial town in northwestern Arabia where a vast
number of inscriptions have been found in Arabic, Aramaic, Thamudic,
Nabatean, Minaean, Lihyanite, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.

Hilal ibn Mu‘awiyah al-T@’i  an unidentified poet.

Himyar powerful south Arabian kingdom that flourished from ca. the first
century Bc until the early sixth century Ap, when most of south Arabia
was occupied by Ethiopian armies. In the Muslim era, Himyar was one of
the two main divisions of the “Southern Arabs” (the other being Kahlan
[q.v.]), and one of the main constituents of the Yemeni faction.

Hind ibn Abi Halah (d.36/656) the son of Khadijah bint Khuwaylid,
Muhammad’s wife, by her first husband, Aba Halah, and a member of
the Tamimi Usayyid clan; reportedly accepted Islam.

Hippocrates (Ar. Abqrat) (ca. 460-370 BC) ancient Greek doctor and phi-
losopher, and the symbolic father of Western medicine; various works
ascribed to him were translated into Arabic during the second/eighth
century.

Hirmaz a subgroup of the Tamim (q.v.), identified by the ancestor figure
Hirmaz ibn Malik ibn ‘Amr ibn Tamim.

al-Hirmazi ‘Abd Allah ibn al-A‘war, poet in the time of al-Rashid (r. 170-
93/786-809).

Hisham ibn ‘Ugbah  the less-famous brother of Dhi I-Rummah (q.v.).

Hiid  the earliest of the five “Arab” prophets (Hid, Salih, Ishmael, Shu‘ayb,

and Muhammad) enumerated in Muslim traditions.
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al-Hudhali, Malik ibn al-Harith [ibn Tamim]  (fl. early seventh century AD) a
pre-Islamic warrior and poet of the Hudhayl (q.v.).

Hudhayl Arabian lineage group residing in the pre-Islamic Hijaz (q.v.); its
members spread across the Middle East during the Muslim conquests.

al-Hudhayl ibn Zufar [ibn al-Harith al-Kilabi] (d. after 102/720) a highborn
warrior who fought for the Umayyad Caliphate during the revolt of Yazid
ibn al-Mubhallab (q.v.) in 101/719 and reportedly succeeded in killing
Yazid.

Humayd al-Arqat [ibn Malik] (fl. late seventh century AD) an Iraqi poet
famous for his miserliness and for mocking guests in verse.

Humayd ibn Thawr [al-Hilali] (d. ca. 90/709) a poet born in the pre-Islamic
period who died after the coming of Islam, apparently at an advanced
age; best known for his animal descriptions.

Hunaydah bint Sa‘sa‘ah  [ibn Najiyyah] (mid-first/seventh century) the
paternal aunt of the Umayyad-era poet al-Farazdaq (q.v.) and the wife of
al-Hutay’ah (q.v.).

al-Husayn [ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib] grandson of Muhammad through his
daughter Fatimah and “Ali ibn Abi Talib (qq.v.). He is reckoned as the
third Imam by the Shi‘ah, after ‘Ali and his elder brother, al-Hasan (q.v.).

al-Hutay’ah  (d. ca. mid-first/seventh century) poet of the Qays (q.v.) whose
life spanned the dawn of Islam; an itinerant panegyrist and famous sati-
rist mocked for his avidity, avarice, and venality.

Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abd Allah  (d. 68/687-88) paternal cousin of Muhammad and the
nominal ancestor of the Abbasid line; often named as a source for hadiths
and exegesis of the Qur‘an.

Ibn Abi Tarafah al-Hudhali  possibly ‘Umarah ibn Abi Tarafah, an obscure
figure active in Iraq during the second/eighth century; he is cited as
a narrator of the poetry of the Hudhayl (q.v.) and was an informant of
al-AsmaT (q.v.).

Ibn Abil-Zinad (fl. second/eighth century) Medinese client who was a
hadith transmitter and jurist.

Ibn al-A‘rabi, Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ziyad —(d. 231/846) Iraqi gram-
marian and specialist of Arabic language, poetry, genealogy, and lore;

extensively cited by later authors.
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Ibn Darah, Salim  (fl. early-mid seventh century AD) poet of the pre-Islamic
and early Islamic periods best known for his lampoons, one of which
may have led to his death during the caliphate of ‘Uthman (q.v.).

Ibn al-Itnabah al-Khazraji, Amr  (fl. late sixth century AD) pre-Islamic noble-
man and leader of the Khazraj clan in Medina; some fragments of poetry
attributed to him are preserved in Muslim collections.

Ibn Jabalah, ‘Ali I-Akawwak  (d. 213/828) poet of Khurasanian descent whose
excessive and semi-blasphemous praise for Aba Dulaf (q.v.) reportedly
prompted the caliph al-Ma’mun (q.v.) to order his execution.

Ibn al-Kalbi, Abi Mundhir Hisham ibn Muhammad (d. 204/819) Iraqi author
of over one hundred books on history, genealogy, and poetry, including
detailed compendiums of Arab lineages and a work on pre-Islamic idols.

Ibn Layla  ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Marwan (d. 86/705) brother of the Umayyad
caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (q.v.) and long-standing governor of
Egypt who oversaw the early expansion of al-Fustat, the precursor of
Cairo.

Ibn Mas‘ud, ‘Abd Allah  (d. 32/652-53) a Companion of the Prophet, report-
edly of humble origins, known for his expertise on the Qur’an.

Ibn al-Muqaffa’, ‘Abd Allah  (d.139/756) a Persian court secretary to the early
Abbasids; celebrated for translating Middle Persian texts into Arabic.

Ibn Muqbil, Tamim ibn Ubayy (fl. first/seventh century) poet of the ‘Ajlan;
born in pre-Islamic Arabia, he converted to Islam, but his nostalgic
verses about the pre-Islamic period have led some to doubt the sin-
cerity of his conversion. He is also remembered for poetic jousts with
al-Najashi (q.v.).

Ibn Shihdab  see al-Zuhri.

Ibn Shubrumah, Abd Allah ibn Shubrumah al-Dabbi  (d. 144/761) a Kufan
judge.

Ibn Thumamah see Thumamah ibn Ashras.

Ibn al-Zubayr, ‘Abd Allah  (d. 73/692) nobleman of the ‘Abd al-‘Uzza clan of
the Quraysh; son of the Companion al-Zubayr (q.v.); proclaimed caliph
in Mecca in 64/683, but his caliphate was not universally acknowledged,
and he was defeated and killed by the Umayyad caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn

Marwan (q.v.).
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Idris [ibn Ma‘qil al-‘Ijli] ~ (fl. early-mid second/eighth century) a nobleman of
the ‘Ijl ibn Lujaym (q.v.), with political connections to Kufa and lands
near Isfahan.

Tjlibn Lujaym  a subgroup of the Bakr ibn Wa’il (q.v.) who resided in north-
eastern Arabia and on the Arabian-Iraqi frontier at the dawn of Islam.

Ikhshinwaz  the Arabic rendering of the name or title of the Hephthalite (q.v.)
king during the reign of Peroz ibn Yazdagird ibn Bahram (q.v.).

Imam from the Arabic amma, “to precede, to lead”; a Qur’anic term for an
exemplary religious-social-political leader; it is also used for a prayer
leader. Its meaning was theorized heavily in Islamic political thought,
including by sectarians.

imamate the institution of rule by an imam.

‘Imran, family of the biblical Amram and his sons Aaron and Moses.

Imru’ al-Qays  (fl. mid-sixth century AD) a princely descendant of the leaders
of the Kindah federation and the most famous pre-Islamic Arabian poet.

‘Isa ibn Masa (d. ca. 167/783-84) nephew of the caliph al-Mansir (q.v.) and
governor of Kufa. Long presumed the heir apparent, he ceded the suc-
cession to al-Mansur’s son, al-Mahdi.

‘Isa ibn Yazid ibn Bakr al-Laythi  (d. 171/787-88) Medinese poetry collector
and narrator of Arabian tales and hadith. Though often cited in early col-
lections of Arabic lore, his trustworthiness as a narrator was doubted by
several prominent Iraqi specialists.

Isaac (Ar. Ishaq) a prophet in Muslim tradition and, as in the biblical tradi-
tion, the son of Abraham. Isaac has a genealogical association with Jews
and a spiritual association with Christians in Muslim as in Jewish and
Christian thought.

Isfahan major city of the central Iranian plateau, administrative center of the
Sasanian region Media and the Muslim al-Jibal Province, and capital of
several dynasties in Muslim times.

ishal a type of tamarisk, evergreen and native to drier areas of Eurasia and
Africa. Arabic lexicons note its usefulness for toothsticks.

Ishaq ibn Rahawayh (161/777-78 to 238/852-53) a leading scholar of Hadith
and Islamic law in Khurasan and the teacher of scholars whose works
became canonical, including al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abi Dawud, and

al-Nasa’1.
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Ishmael (Ar.Isma‘ll) prophet mentioned in the Qur’an, usually in connection
with his father Abraham, brother Isaac, and nephew Jacob; counted by
Arab genealogists as the ancestor of the “Arabized Arabs,” also called the
“Northern Arabs.”

Iyas ibn Qatdadah  (fl. mid-late seventh century AD) a member of the Tamim
(qv.) who settled in Basra and reportedly participated in uprisings
during the Second Civil War; also narrated a small number of hadiths.

Jababirah  the kings of ancient Mesopotamia.

Jabalah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman  (fl. early second/eighth century) client of the
Bahilah (q.v.) and companion of the governor of Khurasan, Muslim ibn
Sa‘ld al-Kilabi; appointed governor of Kerman (q.v.) in 104/722-23.

Jabir [ibn ‘Abd Allah]  (d. ca. 78/697) a Companion of the Prophet who par-
ticipated in the Prophet’s campaigns and a source for many hadiths.

Jabir ibn Tha'lab al-Ta’i  (fl. sixth century AD) a minor pre-Islamic Arabian
poet.

Jacob (Ar. Ya'qub) son of Isaac in the biblical and Muslim tradition, men-
tioned in the Qur’an.

Jadd ibn Qays ~ (fl. first quarter of the first/seventh century) contemporary of
the Prophet, remembered as a “hypocrite” disloyal to his fellow Muslims.

Jadis alegendary people that Muslim genealogists linked to the descendants
of Noah and considered to be, along with a related group, the Tasm
(q-v.), the first inhabitants of central and eastern Arabia (al-Yamamah
and al-Bahrayn).

Ja'far ibn Quray‘ibn Awfibn Ka®b  (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic Arabian
nobleman nicknamed “the Camel Snout” and progenitor of the epony-
mous clan.

Ja‘'m one of the nine ancient Arab lineage groups by Ibn Qutaybah’s reckon-
ing (through Abu Hatim [q.v.]). The name does not feature in other tradi-
tions about the ancient Arabs.

Jami‘ unknown, possibly the son of Abi Ghadir (q.v.).

Japheth  (Ar. Yafath) son of Noah. Ibn Qutaybah’s description of his descen-
dants is common to Muslim tradition.

Jariribn ‘Abd Allah  (d. 51/671) an early convert to Islam, a tribal noble, uni-
fier, and leader of the Bajilah.

Jarir [ibn ‘Atiyyah ibn Khatafa] (d.111/729) one of the three most famous
Umayyad-era poets (along with al-Farazdaq and al-Akhtal [qq.v.]). He is
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best known for his love poetry and lifelong poetic flytings with both
al-Farazdaq and al-Akhtal.

Jariribn Hazim Abu 1-Nadr al-Azdi (d. ca. 170/786-87) notable and very
active Basran hadith transmitter, counted as a reliable source by most
Hadith specialists.

Jarir ibn Yazid [al-Bajali] ~ (fl. second/eighth century) hadith transmitter and
important political figure. Governor of Basra (q.v.) in 126/744. After the
fall of the Umayyads in 132/750, he retained official favor with the Abba-
sids and served in governorships over Basra and Yemen until the reign of
al-Ma’min (q.v.).

Jarm [ibn Rayyan] a subgroup of the Quda‘ah lineage residing in northwest
Arabia near the Arabian-Syrian frontier at the dawn of Islam.

Jazirah  Arabic term for northern Mesopotamia and the upper reaches of the
Tigris and Euphrates in modern Syria, Iraq, and eastern Turkey.

Jesus  (Ar. Tsa) in the Qur’an, “the Messiah” (al-Masih), prophet (nabi), mes-
senger (rasul), the son of Mary. Although not regarded by Muslims as the
son of God, the Qur’an does refer to him as the Word of God and affirms
his virgin birth and miracles.

Jjinn (sg. jinni) spirits created from fire, believed to possess powers for evil
and good.

Jiran [al-Awd al-Numayri] ~(fl. sixth century AD) an obscure pre-Islamic Ara-
bian poet; his poetry and stories of his love adventures are often cited in
Muslim literature.

John the Baptist in the Qur’an, the prophet who will witness the truth of a
word from God. Accounts of the birth, life, and death of John were elab-
orated in the Muslim tradition.

Jubayr ibn Mutim (d. during the caliphate of Mu‘awiyah, 41-60/661-80)
Qurayshi nobleman and Companion of the Prophet.

Judham [ibn ‘Adi] major “Southern Arab” subgroup of the Kahlan (q.v.); at
the dawn of Islam they resided in the Red Sea coastal region of modern
northern Saudi Arabia and Jordan; Judham comprised the major popula-
tion of the first Muslim settlers in Egypt.

Juhdur al-‘Ukli  (d. ca. 100/718) Umayyad-era Arabian poet. He operated as

a bandit in al-Yamamah before being imprisoned by the lieutenant of
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Jurhum  alegendary lineage group that Muslim genealogists counted among
the “Southern Arabs”; according to the stories, the Jurhum are said to
have first settled in Yemen before moving to Mecca, which is where they
were living when Abraham and Ishmael migrated south to construct the
Kaaba. Ishmael married into Jurhum and his descendants would be iden-
tified as the “Northern Arabs.”

Juwayriyah ibn Asma’  (d.173/789-90) Basran hadith transmitter and a stu-
dent of al-Zuhri (q.v.) and Malik ibn Anas.

Ka'b [ibn Awf] a name referring to one of two minor lineage groups whose
descent is related to the “Southern Arabs.”

Ka'b ibn Malik  (d. 50-53/670-73) poet of the Khazraj in Medina and, along-
side Hassan ibn Thabit (q.v.) and ‘Abd Allah ibn Rawahah (q.v.) one of the
three leading poets of Muhammad’s Muslim community. Ka'b is perhaps
best known for the story of his penance after not participating in one of
Muhammad’s campaigns.

Ka'b ibn Mamah one of the pre-Islamic leaders of the Iyad, famous in Arabic
literature for his generosity.

Ka'b ibn Zuhayr (d. ca. 50/670) son of the pre-Islamic poet Zuhayr; most
celebrated for the story of his conversion to Islam, which culminated in
his performing the “Mantle Ode” (gasidat al-burdah) to Muhammad.

Kaaba God’s ancient, sacred house; in Mecca.

Kahlan the name by which genealogists identified one of the two major divi-
sions of the “Southern Arabs,” the other being Himyar (q.v.).

Kalilah and Dimnah  a collection of animal fables, likely originating in the
Sanskrit Panchatantra, transmitted through Middle Persian and into
Arabic via a translation ascribed to Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘ in the second/eighth
century. The set of moralistic stories enjoyed great popularity.

Kerman province of southeast Iran between Fars and Sistan, ancient Carma-
nia. Known for silk and cotton manufacture; Sirjan, Bardasir, Bam, and
the port of Hormuz were its main cities in late antiquity. Conquered by
Muslims between AD 638 and 650.

Khadijah (d. AD 619) first wife of the Prophet, first convert to Islam, and the
mother of the Prophet’s daughter Fatimah. A businesswoman before her
marriage, she supported Muhammad economically and spiritually, and is

esteemed by both Sunni and Shi‘ah Muslims.
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al-Khafaji’s shears a metaphor for sharpness. It only appears in the poem by
al-Asha cited by Ibn Qutaybah, and the metaphor’s origin is unclear.
Khafajah was a subgroup of the ‘Amir (q.v.).

Khalaf al-Ahmar  (d. ca. 180/796) poet and transmitter of early poetry.

Khalid ibn Barmak (d. 165/781-82) a leading member of a family of viziers
and administrators.

Khalid ibn al-Walid ~ (d. 21/642) Meccan member of Quraysh who originally
warred against the Prophet Muhammad but later converted to Islam and
became one of the most celebrated military commanders of the early
Muslim community. Played a key role in the conquests of Iraq and Syria.

Khalid ibn Yazid [ibn Mu‘awiyah] (d. 85/704) grandson of the caliph
Mu‘awiyah (q.v.); a Qurayshi nobleman who withdrew from political
activity in favor of scholarly pursuits; later lore ascribes him (perhaps
apocryphally) specialist knowledge of medicine and alchemy.

Khallad al-Arqat  Ibn Yazid al-Bahili (d. 120/737-38) an Umayyad-era Basran
narrator of Arabian history and Arabic poetry, and a client of the Farrag
(qv.); of non-Arab origins.

Khdagan a title applied by Muslim geographers and historians of Ibn Qutay-
bah’s day to the heads of the various Turkish confederations (and
also, but not by Ibn Qutaybah, to other non-Muslim rulers such as the
emperor of China).

Kharijites  label used to describe an array of political groups in early Islam
who opposed the institution of the caliphate. Their movements often
involved violent secession and conflict against provincial or caliphal
authorities. Late Muslim writers regard them as a distinct theological
sect, though in early Islam they were diffuse and held varied sectarian
and political views.

Khath‘am [ibn Anmar] a major subgroup of the Kahlan (q.v.), whose lin-
eage was traced to the “Southern Arabs.” They resided in the area south
of Mecca up to the borders of Yemen, where they acquired significant
power in the generations before Islam.

Khaybar oasis approximately 150 kilometers north of Medina, famous for its
wealth of date palms.

khazirah abroth made with flour or bran and water or milk.

Voo&e 27



THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ARABS: EXTENDED GLOSSARY

Khindif a lineage group of the “Northern Arabs” descended from Ilyas ibn
Mudar; they expressed their lineage through their ancestral mother,
Khindif.

khosrow (Middle Persian xusro) title applied generically to monarchs of the
Sasanian royal family who ruled Persia before the conquests.

Khosrow Anushirvan  see Anushirvan.

Khosrow Parviz ~ Sasanian king, reigned AD 590-628. He was the grandson of
Khosrow Anushirvan (q.v.).

Khulayd ibn ‘Aynayn Umayyad-era minor poet from the ‘Abd al-Qays (q.v.);
he is said to have lived in al-Bahrayn (q.v.), and most stories about him
concern his poetic jousts with the famous poet Jarir (q.v.).

Khurasan region comprising present-day northeastern Iran, Afghanistan,
and parts of Central Asia; one of the richest provinces of the caliph-
ate. The Abbasids received strong support from Khurasan when they
overthrew the Umayyads; its capital, Merv, was initially the base of
al-Ma’min (q.v.).

al-Khuraymi, Ishaq ibn Hassan  (d. 214/829-30) Abbasid-era poet of Sogh-
dian origin who became famous in Baghdad.

Kilab a major subgroup of the ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah (q.v.); initially residing to
the east of Medina, they spread to Syria, where they wielded significant
power in the Islamic period.

Kufa a garrison city founded in 17/638 during the conquests on the western
arm of the Euphrates in the alluvial plains of Iraq. The city briefly served
as the capital of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.) when he vied for the caliphate,
and remained a key center for Shi‘i Islam for centuries afterward.

al-Kumayt [ibn Zayd al-Asadi] (d.128/744) Iraqi Umayyad-era poet who
mastered Bedouin-style verse and whose praises for partisans of ‘Ali ibn
Abi Talib (q.v.) placed him in conflict with Umayyad authorities.

Kuthayyir [Azzah] (d.105/723) Arabian Umayyad-era poet, celebrated for
his chaste, longing love poetry (a style known as ‘udhri) dedicated to his
beloved, ‘Azzah.

Labid ibn Rabi‘ah  (d. ca. 41/661) famous pre-Islamic Arabian poet and
author of one of the great pre-Islamic odes (mu‘allagah); converted to
Islam, and several pious poems are ascribed to him.

lafitah  a porridge-like ‘asidah (q.v.) made with colocynth and flour.
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Lakhmids semi-nomads on the Arabian-Iraqi frontier who established a
dynasty based around al-Hirah; they served as vassals for the Sasanians,
guarding the frontier against the Byzantines and spreading Sasanian
influence into Arabia.

Lud (Ar. Lawudh) grandson of Noah, through Shem. Mentioned in Genesis
10:22.

Ma‘add designator for a large number of central and northern Arabians
before Islam, as well as their eponymous legendary ancestor; Muslim
genealogists organized tribal lineages and used the name to describe the
group of “Northern Arabs.”

madirah asumptuous meat stew, served at banquets and celebrated in Arabic
literature of Ibn Qutaybah’s day.

Madyan name in the Quran and the Bible of the people to whom Shu‘ayb
(q.v.) was sent as a prophet.

Malik Dhii I-Ruqaybah  Ibn Salamat al-Khayr ibn Qushayr (fl. sixth century
AD) pre-Islamic warrior of the ‘Amir ibn Sa‘saah (q.v.); distinguished
himself at the Battle of Jabalah, one of the most celebrated battles in pre-
Islamic Arabian lore.

Malik ibn Dinar  (d. ca. 130/747) Basran ascetic and traditionist; his family
originated from far eastern Iran, possibly Kabul, and his father was
brought as a captive to Basra where he became a client of the Sulaym
(qv.).

Malik ibn al-Harith  see al-Hudhali.

al-Ma‘lat [ibn Badal al-Qarya‘?] (fl. early second/eighth century) minor
Umayyad-era Arabian poet; composed chaste, longing love poetry
(a style known as ‘udhri).

al-Ma’min  (r.197-218/813-833) seventh Abbasid caliph.

Ma'n [ibn Z&’idah al-Shaybani] (d.152/769) aristocrat, commander under
the last Umayyads, who went into hiding after the Abbasids came to
power, and was pardoned by al-Mansar (q.v.); governor of rebellious
provinces; generous patron of poets.

Manaf asubgroup of the Darim (q.v.).

al-Mansir, Abi Ja'far  (r.136-58/754-75) second Abbasid caliph and founder
of the new Abbasid capital, Baghdad.

Marwanids  one of the two major Umayyad clans of the Quraysh (qq.v.), that
reigned until the Umayyad collapse in 132/750. Named for the fourth

Ya & 29



THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ARABS: EXTENDED GLOSSARY

Umayyad caliph, Marwan ibn al-Hakam (r. 64-65/684-85), who is cred-
ited with rescuing the Umayyad hold on the caliphate during the disor-
der of the Second Civil War following the death of Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah
(qv.).

Mash (Ar. Mash) in the Qur’an, son of Noah’s son Shem; in the Bible he is a
grandson of Shem.

al-Mas‘udi  most likely one of two grandsons of Ibn Mas‘ad (q.v.), whose
descendants Ibn Qutaybah lists in his al-Ma‘arif (Book of Knowledge) as
including two “al-Mas‘tdis,” the elder being ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Utbah
and the younger being ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Abi ‘Ubaydah.

Maymian ibn Mihran (d. ca. 117/735) a client and leading jurist in the Jazirah
(q.v.), and collector of the kharaj tax for the caliph ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
(r. 99-101/717-20).

maysir pre-Islamic form of gambling using arrows; players compete for por-
tions of a slaughtered camel, usually divided into ten parts.

Mecca cultic center of the Hijaz in pre-Islamic Arabia and of the Islamic
world thereafter; the birthplace of Muhammad.

Medina  the capital for Muhammad’s polity during the reign of the first three
caliphs; situated about 160 kilometers from the Red Sea and 350 kilome-
ters north of Mecca.

Mery  city in what is now Turkmenistan; in early Islamic times, the capital of
Khurasan (q.v.).

Mina a stopping place in the hills east of Mecca during the hajj pilgrimage;
the ritual animal sacrifice is done here.

Miskin al-Darimi  (first/seventh century) poet from Iraq. His name, miskin,
means “destitute,” and reportedly derives from verses in which he
describes himself as destitute but also asserts his worth through his per-
sonal virtue.

al-Miswar [ibn Abbad] nobleman of the Tamim (q.v.) and leader of the
constabulary (sahib al-shurtah) in Basra in the late Umayyad era; he
was removed from his office during the caliphate of Yazid ibn al-Walid
(r.126/744) and participated in major civil disturbances and subsequent
factional infighting.

Moses (Ar. Misa) the most prominent pre-Islamic prophet in the Qur’an.

The Qur’an speaks of the book or scripture of Moses.
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Mu‘aqqir al-Barigi  pre-Islamic Arabian poet esteemed by Muslim collectors,
though very little of his poetry survives.

Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan  (r. 41-60/661-80) founder of the Umayyad
Caliphate as a hereditary dynasty; previously governor of Damascus and
then all of Syria during the reigns of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and ‘Uthman
(qq.v.); a shrewd statesman, he rose to the caliphate on the platform of
seeking vengeance for the assassinated caliph ‘Uthman (his kinsman).

Mudar one of the two main divisions of the “Northern Arabs,” alongside
Rabi‘ah. The Prophet and his family descended from Mudar.

Mudlij  a subgroup of the Kinanah, residing in northwest Arabia (the Hijaz
[q.v.]) at the dawn of Islam. They were known for their augurors in the
pre-Islamic period.

al-Muhallab [ibn Abi Sufrah]  (d. 83/702) general and governor of Khurasan;
father of Yazid ibn al-Mubhallab and grandfather of Mukhallad ibn Yazid
ibn al-Mubhallab (qq.v.).

Muhammad ibn Ali [ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Abbas] (d.125/742-43) great-
grandson of the Prophet’s uncle al-‘Abbas and father of the Abbasid
caliphs al-Saffah and al-Mansar (q.v.). Muhammad was an important
figure in the establishment of the Abbasid mission in the east.

Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah (d. 81/700) a son of the fourth caliph, ‘Ali ibn
Ab1 Talib (q.v.), through a concubine. Revolts were raised in his name.

Muhammad ibn Juhadah (d. 131/749) Kufan hadith transmitter, counted as a
trustworthy source by a number of Hadith experts such as Ahmad ibn
Hanbal and Aba Hatim al-Razi.

Muhammad ibn al-Khasib ibn Hamzah unknown hadith transmitter whom
Ibn Qutaybah also cites in his ‘Uyian al-akhbar (Choice Narratives) and
Al-Ma‘arif (Book of Knowledge).

Muhammad ibn Mundhir ~ (fl. mid-late second/eighth century) literary figure
of the early Abbasid era; a companion of poets and a specialist in Arabic
language and poetry; Iraqi client of the Subayr ibn Yarba'.

Muhammad ibn Salih al-Dabbi  unknown hadith transmitter.

Muhammad ibn Strin Abt Bakr Muhammad (d. ca. 110/728) Basran scholar
and hadith transmitter also renowned for Qur’anic exegesis and dream
interpretation.

Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd perhaps Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Hamdani Muhammad
ibn “Ubayd ibn ‘Abd al-Malik al-Asadi (d. 249/863-64 or 243-244/858),
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a reputable transmitter of Kufan origins. He transmitted hadiths directly
to Ibn Qutaybah, who mentions him in his ‘Uyin al-akhbar (Choice Nar-
ratives) and Al-Ma'arif (Book of Knowledge).

Muhammad ibn Uqaysir al-Sulami ~ (fl. first/seventh century) early Muslim
Arabian horse expert; a source of various anecdotes about horseman-
ship and horse husbandry.

Muhammad ibn Ziyad Abu ‘Abd Allah ibn al-A'rabi (d.231/846) genealo-
gist, transmitter of poetry, and lexicographer of the Kufan school who
authored many thematic dictionaries.

Mujazzaz [al-Qa’if] Ibn al-A'war ibn Ja'dah (fl. first/seventh century) Ara-
bian diviner of the Kinanah (q.v.) and contemporary of the Prophet
Muhammad.

Mukhallad ibn Yazid ibn al-Muhallab  (d. ca. 100/718) son of Yazid ibn
al-Muhallab (q.v.); one of the leaders of Basra’s most powerful Umayyad-
era families, Mukhallad was famed for exhibiting strong leadership char-
acteristics as a youth and acted as governor of Khurasan on behalf of his
father.

al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi  see the Calumniator.

Murrah [ibn Awf] asubgroup of the Ghatafan (q.v.), residing between Mecca
and Medina at the dawn of Islam.

Misd ibn Sa‘td al-Jumahi  an obscure figure of the Jumah clan of the Quraysh,
the only record ascribed to him appears to be the story narrated by Ibn
Qutaybah in Al-Tanbih.

Musawir ibn Hind  (d. ca. 75/695) poet and nobleman of the ‘Abs; active in
the pre-Islamic period, his alleged survival to the time of al-Hajjaj (q.v.)
suggests a very long life.

al-Musayyab ibn ‘Alas  (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic Arabian poet;
Muslim collectors held his verses in high esteem, though few poems
survive.

Muslim literally, a person who has “submitted” to God. The term can
refer to any such believer, not just Muslims, i.e., those who belong to
Muhammad’s community.

Muslim ibn ‘Amr [ibn Hasin al-Bahili] (d. 72/691) early Umayyad-era noble-
man and close confidant of the caliph Yazid ibn Mu‘awiyah (q.v.). He was
killed fighting with Mus‘ab ibn al-Zubayr during the Second Civil War.

Muslim ibn Bashshar hadith transmitter, otherwise unknown.
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al-Mustawrid ibn Qudamah  (fl. mid-first/seventh century) a leader of the
Bahilah (q.v.); settled in Iraq following the conquests and was one of the
witnesses when the caliph Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (q.v.) infamously
“adopted” Ziyad ibn Abi Sufyan (q.v.).

al-Mutajarridah  (fl. sixth century Ap) a wife of King al-Nu‘mén ibn al-
Mundhir (q.v.); famous in Arabian lore for the scandalous poem about
her composed by the poet al-Nabighah al-Dhubyani (q.v.) when he saw
her partially naked.

Mutarrif [ibn Abi Khuwaylid al-Hudhali] ~identity uncertain.

al-Muttalib ibn Abi Wadd‘ah  (fl. first half of the first/seventh century) rich
Qurayshi Meccan merchant and contemporary of the Prophet who
embraced Islam after the conquest of Mecca and transmitted a few
hadiths.

Muzarrid Yazid ibn Dirar (fl. early-mid seventh century AD) warrior poet
and convert to Islam; brother of al-Shammakh (q.v.); their poetry and
aspects of their biographies are sometimes interchanged in the sources.

al-Nabighah [al-Dhubyani] ~ (fl. late sixth century AD) celebrated pre-Islamic
poet, active in both the Ghassanid and Lakhmid courts; his poetry was
highly esteemed among Muslim collectors.

al-Nabighah al-Ja'di  (d. ca. 79/698-99) poet contemporary with the rise of
Islam; he converted toward the end of Muhammad’s life and was politi-
cally active during the conquests and the subsequent factionalism of the
early caliphate.

Nafi“ibn al-Azrag (d. 65/685) a Kharijite (q.v.) leader. During the First Civil
War he joined the Hariiris (q.v.) and was imprisoned; he escaped during
the Second Civil War and, until he was killed near Basra, led a notori-
ously violent Kharijite group that controlled much of southern Iran.

Nahd [ibn Zayd] a subgroup of the Quda‘ah residing in Yemen at the dawn
of Islam. Another subgroup residing on the Arabian-Syrian frontier also
claimed common lineage with them.

al-Nahif (or al-Nuhayf) nickname for the pre-Islamic figure Sa‘d ibn Qurt of
the Judhaymah, known in Arabic literature on account of his mother’s
disapproval of his marriage and the poetry on this topic.

Nahik ibn Malik ibn Mu‘awiyah  (fl. first/seventh century) poet contempo-
rary with Muhammad; brother of one of the Prophet’s Companions,

Ubayy.
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Nahshal [ibn Darim] asubgroup of the Tamim (q.v.) residing in northeastern
Arabia at the dawn of Islam.

Nahshal ibn Harri  (d. ca. 45/665) a leader of the Arabian Nahshal ibn Darim
(q.v.), warrior, and poet; born in the pre-Islamic-era, he converted to
Islam and fought during the First Civil War.

al-Najashi, Qays ibn Amr ibn Malik  (d. 49/669) Arabian poet of the Kahlan
(qv.), celebrated for his poetic jousts with Ibn Muqbil during the caliph-
ate of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (qq.v.); partisan of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (q.v.)
during the First Civil War. Probably called by the epithet al-Najashi
(from Negus, the title of the emperors of Ethiopia) because of his Ethio-
pian mother. Famous for his profligacy and bellicose nature.

Najd desert plateau in the central Arabian Peninsula and home to several
major nomadic groups.

Najdah al-Hariari (d. 72/691-92) leader of the Hanifah (q.v.) who rose to
prominence during the instability following the succession crisis after
the caliphate of Mu‘awiyah (q.v.). Wrested control of much of eastern
Arabia from the caliphate for almost a decade before internal strife frag-
mented his following, and he was killed by one of his lieutenants.

al-Namari name usually indicating a lineage to the al-Namir ibn Qasit, a sub-
group of the Rabi‘ah ibn Nizar, though various lineage groups used the
name too.

nasnds/nisnds strange beings possibly conceived based on sightings of mon-
keys or apes.

al-Nasr  can refer to either a star in Lyra or three stars in Aquila.

Nasr ibn Khalid [or Khalaf] al-Dabbi  identity uncertain, possibly an obscure
third/ninth-century hadith transmitter.

ney an end-blown flute that is a popular wind instrument.

Nizar tribal group named, according to Muslim genealogists, for the son
of Ma‘add (q.v.), who was hence one of the legendary ancestors of the
“Northern Arabs.”

Noah (Ar.Nuh) Qur’anic prophet and a major figure of Muslim ethnogenesis.

Nubians peoples living in the land to the south of Egypt.

al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir ~ (d. 64/684) poet and political figure from the Khazraj
Medinese Companions, killed in the wars following the death of Yazid

ibn Mu‘awiyah (q.v.).
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al-Nu‘man ibn al-Mundhir ~ (r. AD 590s—ca. AD 602) pre-Islamic king of the
Lakhmids who features prominently in stories of pre-Islamic Arabia and
Arab-Persian relations.

Numayr [ibn Amir] a major subgroup of the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.) and one of the
most renowned pre-Islamic Arabian lineages; resided in northeastern
Arabia and the Syrian desert at the dawn of Islam.

Nushbah ibn Ghayz ibn Murrah ibn Awfibn Sa‘d ibn Dhubyan a subgroup of
the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.).

Peroz ibn Yazdagird ibn Bahram (r. AD 459-84) Sasanian king Peroz I. His
reign was troubled by his unsuccessful war against the Hephthalites
(qv.), who defeated and captured him in ca. 469, forcing the Sasanian
Empire to pay tribute; the Hephthalites defeated Peroz a second time
and killed him in 484.

petty kings, period of (Ar. al-tawd’if) in Persian history, the period between
Alexander the Great and the Sasanian Empire.

pharaohs (Ar. fard‘inah, sg. fir‘awn) the ancient rulers of Egypt. The Qur’an
refers to the “pharaoh” of Moses.

Pleiades (Ar. al-Thurayyad) in astronomy, among the star clusters nearest to
the earth and most obvious to the naked eye in the night sky.

Proponents of Equality ~ (Ar. ahl al-taswiyah) an ambiguous term by which
Ibn Qutaybah might mean his opponents in general, or possibly a spe-
cific group that called itself by this name in opposition to Arab privilege.

Qahtabah (d.132/749) Arab general who was one of the most prominent
leaders of the Abbasid movement in Khurasan. He fought against the
Umayyads and was killed trying to capture Kufa. His son Ahmad then
took Kufa.

Qahtdan alegendary ancestor of the “Southern Arabs,” and a name synony-
mous with Yemen in Muslim genealogy.

al-Qasim  a son of Muhammad and his wife Khadijah who died in infancy.

al-Qasim [ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr al-Siddiq] (d. ca. 106/724-25) Medi-
nese hadith transmitter numbered among the so-called seven jurists of
Medina; grandson of the caliph Abta Bakr (q.v.).

al-Qasim ibn ‘Urwah ~Abt Muhammad (fl. late second/eighth century) minor
Baghdadi hadith transmitter.

al-Qatami  “‘Umayr ibn Shuyam (d. ca. 101/719-20) poet of the Taghlib (q.v.);
his biography is obscure, but his love poetry and his praises for Umayyad

Yo & 35



THE EXCELLENCE OF THE ARABS: EXTENDED GLOSSARY

elites were celebrated, and he was counted among the best Umayyad-era
poets.

Qatariibn al-Fuja’ah  (d. 80/699-700) Kharijite (q.v.) warrior and celebrated
poet and orator; the last leader of a sect of rebellious Kharijites known as
the Azraqis, he waged numerous successful wars against the Umayyads
in Iran and minted coins in his own name as “Commander of the Faith-
ful.” Killed in battle.

Qays [Aylan] one of the main branches of the Mudar (q.v.), connoting a large
number of pre-Islamic Arabian groups, including the Ghatafan (q.v.), the
Sulaym (q.v.), and the Hawazin. The Qays constituted a politically pow-
erful faction in the Umayyad and early Abbasid eras.

Qays ibn Amr ibn Malik al-Najashi  see al-Najashi, Qays ibn ‘Amr ibn Malik.

Qays ibn Asim  (fl. sixth century AD), pre-Islamic Arabian of the Tamim
(qv.) celebrated in many stories for his intelligence and equanimity; also
remembered as one of the pre-Islamic figures who abstained from drink-
ing wine. Tamim traditions stress the role of Qays in the deputation of
Tamim to the Prophet, emphasizing that the Prophet was impressed by
him.

Qays ibn Sa‘id unknown poet.

Qays ibn Sa‘idah  possibly Quss ibn Sa‘idah (fl. ca. AD 600), a semi-legendary
orator and poet known for his skill in mediation. He is said to have been
a monotheist and admired by the Prophet.

quflah  atree indigenous to the uplands of the Hijaz (q.v.), distinguished by its
desiccated appearance and fragrant resin. Most Arabic literary descrip-
tions of the tree are derived from the same anecdote reported by Ibn
Qutaybah.

Qurad ibn Hanash al-Saridi  pre-Islamic poet from the Ghatafan (q.v.).

Qurayn see ‘Umayr ibn Salma.

Quraysh  the lineage of Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, and the lineage
group of both the Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties.

Qushayr [ibn Ka®b] asubgroup of the ‘Amir ibn Sa‘sa‘ah (q.v.) whose lineage is
traced to the “Northern Arabs.”

Qutaybah ibn Muslim [al-Bahili] (d. 96/714-15) a military commander for
the Umayyads in eastern Iran; he led the major Muslim conquests in
Central Asia, but friction with the caliphs and factionalism within his

army’s ranks led him to an unsuccessful rebellion in which he was killed.
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Rabi‘ah  one of the two largest and most powerful combinations of lineage
groups in ancient Northern Arabia. The name Rabi‘ah is frequent in the
nomenclature of Arabian groups.

rabikah an Arab dish resembling haysah (q.v.) but softer. One recipe makes it
from flour and a sour cheese ground together and then mixed with clari-
fied butter and thickened fruit juice or dates.

al-Rahhal  (fl. sixth century AD) reportedly a companion of the poet Jiran
al-‘Awd (q.v.); some poems are variously ascribed to either figure.

al-Ra‘7  (d. ca. 90/708) an Umayyad-era poet most celebrated for his poetic
duels with Jarir (q.v.), in which he and his people were notoriously
lampooned.

rajaz  Arabic poetic meter, the simplest and generally believed to be the
oldest. It is used for short, improvised utterances, for instance at the
beginning of a battle.

al-Rashid, Haran (r.170-93/786-809) the most celebrated caliph in Arabic
literature, his memory is associated with later nostalgia for an Abbasid
“golden age.”

Rebecca  (Ar. Rifqa) wife of Isaac, mother of Esau and Jacob, and daughter
of Abraham’s brother Nahor in Ibn Qutaybah’s reporting (in contrast to
Genesis, where she is the granddaughter of Nahor through a son of his,
Bethuel).

al-Riyashi  al-‘Abbas ibn al-Faraj (d. ca. 257/871) one of the leaders of philo-
logical studies in Iraq.

al-Rium an eponym for the Greeks and specifically for the Byzantines, who
called themselves Roman.

Riaman  the name of two Yemeni groups: the Riiman ibn Ghanim and Riman
ibn Ka'b, related to the Dhi1-Kala“ and the Madhbhij lineages, respectively.

Sacred Precinct(s) (Ar. haram; literally, “forbidden, sacrosanct”) name for the
holy places of Mecca and/or Medina; sometimes also used for Jerusalem.

Sa‘d  the descendants of Sa‘d ibn Zayd Manat ibn Tamim, and thus a subgroup
of the Tamim (q.v.).

Sa‘d ibn Nasr unidentified hadith transmitter.

Sa'd of the Tents the star Gamma Aquarii in the constellation Aquarius, still
known in modern astronomy by a form of its Arabic name, Sadachbia.

Sahban Wa’il ~ (fl. late first/seventh—-early second/eighth century) an orator
and poet of the W2’il, whose eloquence was proverbial.
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Sahl ibn Muhammad see Abu Hatim.

Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib  (d. ca. 94/712—-13) member of the second generation of
Muslims who was renowned for his intense piety and great knowledge
of Hadith.

Sakhr al-Ghayy (d. late seventh century ADp) “brigand poet” of the Hudhayl
born in the late pre-Islamic period; famed for his daring and raids in
Arabia, which he continued during Islamic times.

Salamah ibn Jandal ~ (fl. second half of the sixth century AD) pre-Islamic poet;
very little of his poetry survives, but he was esteemed by Muslim collec-
tors, in particular for descriptions of horses.

Salih  one of the Arab prophets who, according to the Qur’an, was sent to the
people of Thamud (q.v.).

Salih ibn ‘Abd al-Quddiis  (d. ca. 158-75/775-92) early Abbasid-era Basran
poet, renowned for wisdom and admonition poems; accused of heresy
and executed either during the reign of al-Mahdi or al-Rashid (q.v.).

Salih ibn al-Saqr  (fl. late second/eighth century) otherwise unknown hadith
transmitter.

Salim [ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab] (d. ca.106/724) Medinese
legal authority, grandson of the caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (q.v.).

Salm ibn ‘Amr al-Khasir  (d.186/802) a Basran poet who composed pan-
egyrics, laments, and poems about his lost fortune (which he later
recovered).

Salm ibn Qutaybah (d.149/766-67) son of Qutaybah ibn Muslim (q.v.); he
held important administrative posts under the Umayyads and Abbasids.

Salman [al-Farisi] (d.35/655) prominent early Companion of the Prophet
Muhammad, governor of Ctesiphon in Persia, during the caliphate of
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (q.v.), and a partisan of ‘Ali ibn Abi1 Talib (q.v.).
Known as “Salman the Persian” (al-Farisi).

Salman ibn Rabi‘ah al-Bahili  (d. ca. 28-31/648-52) member of the early
Muslim elite, participated in the conquests of Iraq and Syria and was
appointed judge for Kufa by the caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (q.v.),
during whose caliphate he campaigned in Armenia.

Sarah  (Ar. Sarah) in both biblical and Qur’anic traditions, the wife of Abra-

ham and mother of Isaac.
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Sawad in early Islamic times, the name for the political territory of south-
ern Iraq; used generically, the term refers to the black, arable land in a
district.

Sawwar ibn al-Mudarrab  (fl. late first/seventh century) minor Umayyad-era
poet of the Sa‘'d, resident in Iraq.

Sayfibn Dhi Yazan (fl. second half of the sixth century Ap) the leader of a
successful Sasanian-supported revolt around AD 570 against Ethiopian
rule in Yemen; he became the subject of an Arabic popular romance
(sirah).

Sayyar ibn Amr ibn Jabir al-Fazari influential friend of al-Nu‘man III (r. AD
580-602), the pre-Islamic king of al-Hirah.

Shabib ibn Gharqadah [al-Salami I-Bariqi I-Kifi] ~ (fl. second half of the first/
seventh century), transmitter of hadith and historical reports from the
second generation of Muslims.

Shabib al-Haruri [ibn Yazid al-Shaybani] (d. 77/696-97) a partisan of the
Kharijites (q.v.) who staged a rebellion during the reign of the Umayyad
caliph ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (q.v.).

al-Shammakh [Ma‘qil ibn Dirar] (d. 30/650 or after) early Islamic-era poet
and participant in the conquests; his poetry describes the desert and
Arabian Bedouin pursuits. Brother of Muzarrid (q.v.).

Shapur name of three Sasanian kings: Shapur I (r. AD 240-70) and Shapur
II (r. AD 309-79) are the most celebrated, and their memory was fre-
quently cited in Arabic literature as epitomes of Easterner kingship.

Shayban one of the major subgroups of the Bakr ibn W2’il (q.v.); resided in
northeastern Arabia and on the Arabian-Iraqi frontier at the dawn of
Islam.

Shem (Ar. Sam) son of the biblical Noah.

Shu‘ayb  Arabian prophet mentioned in the Qur’an who, on the basis of
Q Tawbah 9:91, was understood to have lived after Had (q.v.), Salih
(qv.), and Lot.

Shu‘ayb ibn Waqid ~ (fl. early third/ninth century) Basran hadith transmitter.

Shu‘ubi  pejorative term that in premodern Arabic lexicons signals bias against
Arabs and that Ibn Qutaybah uses to refer to his opponents; translated
here as “Bigot.”

al-Sijistani  see Abt Hatim.

Sind region around the lower course of the Indus (in modern-day Pakistan).
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Solomon  (Ar. Sulayman) son of David and king of Israel; revered as a prophet
and ideal king in the Qur’an and Muslim tradition.

Sons of the Camel Snout  a clan of the Sa‘d subgroup of the Tamim (q.v.); they
trace their genealogy to a pre-Islamic progenitor usually identified as
Ja‘far ibn Quray* ibn ‘Awf ibn Ka'b (q.v.).

Sudan  (Ar. bilad al-Sidan; literally, “land of the Blacks”) the general name
in premodern Arabic sources for the Saharan-Sahelian sector of Africa
lying south of the Maghreb, Libya, and Egypt, and stretching across the
continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea.

Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (d.196/811) major Meccan hadith transmitter, legal
authority, and Qur’an commentator.

Sulayk ibn ‘Umayr al-Sa'di [al-Tamimi]  (d. ca. AD 605) a pre-Islamic foot sol-
dier known for his good sense of direction.

Sulaym  alarge and powerful subgroup of the Qays ‘Aylan (q.v.) spread across
central Arabia (Najd) at the dawn of Islam.

Sulayman [ibn ‘Abd al-Malik] (r.96-99/715-717) seventh caliph of the
Umayyad dynasty.

Sulayman ibn ‘Al ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib  (d. 142/75
9) early Abbasid prince and uncle of the first Abbasid caliphs al-Saffah
and al-Manstr (q.v.); served as governor of Basra.

Sulayman ibn Buraydah hadith transmitter and son of Buraydah (q.v.), a
prominent Companion of the Prophet. He was born during the reign of
the second caliph, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (q.v.).

Surdqah ibn Malik ibn Ja'sham al-Mudlaji ~ (d. before 35/656) al-Q@’if leader
of the Kinanah, famous for his unsuccessful attempt to track Muhammad
when he emigrated from Mecca to Medina. Tradition asserts that he con-
verted after the conquest of Mecca.

Susa ancient site in the southwest Iranian province of Khuzistan.

Suwayd [ibn al-Samit] pre-Islamic poet of the Aws lineage from Medina.
Best known for his wisdom poems.

Taghlib [bint Wa’il] an important, mostly nomadic, lineage of the Rabi‘ah ibn
Nizar. Before Islam, the Taghlib were within the Sasanian and Lakhmid
(q.v.) sphere of influence. Often their name is written Taghlib ibn Wa’il.

al-Tw’if fortified town situated high in the mountains, approximately 120 kilo-

meters southeast of Mecca; famous for its orchards and gardens. It was
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dominated by the Thaqif (q.v.), who served as guardians of the town’s
shrine.

Talhah (d.36/656) prominent Companion of the Prophet, counted among
the first eight converts to Islam and among the ten persons for whom
Muhammad said Paradise was promised.

Talhah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Awf (d. 97/715-16 or 99/717-18) Medinese judge
and legal authority.

Tamim one of the most important lineages of “Northern Arabs”; its members
inhabited much of northeast and central Arabia (Najd) at the dawn of
Islam.

Tarafah [ibn al-Abd] (d. mid-sixth century AD) one of the major pre-Islamic
Arabian poets and author of one of the great odes (Ar. mu‘allagah). He
was attached to the court of ‘Amr ibn Hind (q.v.) at the Lakhmid (q.v.)
capital of al-Hirah.

Tasm alegendary lineage; Muslim genealogists linked them to descendants of
Noah and considered them and a related group, Jadis (q.v.), to be the first
inhabitants of central and eastern Arabia (al-Yamamah and al-Bahrayn).

Tayyi’ a major Arabian lineage; genealogists connected them to the “South-
ern Arabs,” though their lands in the century before Islam were located
in northern and nothereastern Arabia. Their name, transliterated into
Syriac as Tayyayé, became the generic label by which Iraqis and the Sasa-
nian Empire referred to all Arabians in late antiquity.

Tha'labah a “Northern Arab” lineage; resided near Medina at the dawn of
Islam and engaged in a number of conflicts with the Prophet Muhammad
before submitting in ca. 7/628-29.

Thamud alegendary people of ancient north Arabia, frequently mentioned
in the Qur’an as one of the past peoples destroyed by God for disobeying
their prophet, Salih (q.v.).

Thaqif a“Northern Arab” lineage; occupied lands between Mecca and al-T2’if
(q.v.) at the dawn of Islam. Alongside Quraysh, members of Thaqif con-
stituted the most powerful political elites of the Umayyad era.

al-Thawri  [Sufyan ibn Sa‘td ibn Masrik Abi ‘Abd Allah al-Kafi]  (d. 161/77
8) prominent representative of early Islamic law, tradition, and Qur’an
interpretation.

Thumamah ibn Ashras (d. 213/828?) theologian and representative of the

religious movement known as al-mu‘tazilah, which was founded at Basra
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in the first half of the second/eighth century and became one of the most
important theological schools of Islam. On account of his great learning
and intellectual ability he was invited to the court by al-Rashid (q.v.) and
al-Ma’min (q.v.).

Tihamah the area of the Red Sea coastal plain stretching from Aqaba in the
north to Bab al-Mandab in the south of the Arabian Peninsula, and per-
haps even further along the southern Indian Ocean coast.

al-Tirimmah  (d. 110/728) eloquent poet of the Umayyad middle period who
resided in Kufa and was famous for his desert descriptions.

Tubba', people of an ancient community twice mentioned in the Qur’an
(QDukhan 44:37 and Q Qaf 50:13) as examples of peoples destroyed for
shunning their prophets. Tubba® himself is sometimes interpreted as a
believer, and the name was regularly associated in Arabic literature with
a dynasty of pre-Islamic kings of Yemen.

Tufayl [ibn ‘Awf] (d. after AD 608) one of the oldest poets of Qays (q.v.)
and famous for his horse descriptions, which earned him the nickname
“Tufayl of the Horses.”

Turayh ibn Ismd‘il al-Thaqaft  (d. 165/782) poet from al-T2’if (q.v.).

Turks used by Ibn Qutaybah and his sources as a generic ethnonym designat-
ing most if not all of the Turkic-language speaking peoples of Central
Asia.

‘Ubayd ibn ‘Aqil  (d. 207/822-23) Basran scholar, Qur’an specialist, and trans-
mitter of hadith.

‘Ubayd ibn Tha'labah ibn Yarbu‘ pre-Islamic leader of the Bant Hanifah, leg-
endarily connected with the establishment of Hajar (q.v.).

al-‘Udaylibn al-Farkh ~ (fl. early second/eighth century) minor Iraqi
Umayyad-era poet from the ‘Ijl ibn Luyajm (q.v.).

‘Uhaynah (or ‘Uhniyyah) one of nine ancient Arab lineages (through Abu
Hatim [q.v.]), according to Ibn Qutaybah. The name does not feature in
other popular listings of ancient Arab lineages.

al-Ujayr al-Saluli [ibn ‘Abd Allah or ibn ‘Ubayd Allah] (fl. early second/
eighth century) Umayyad-era poet.

Ukl the descendants of ‘Ukl ibn ‘Awf. The ‘Ukl belonged to a confederacy
called al-Ribab, which was in alliance with Sa‘'d ibn Zayd Manat, the
greatest clan of Tamim (q.v.).

‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-Aziz  (r. 99-101/717-720) eighth Umayyad caliph.
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‘Umar ibn Jilan unknown figure.

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab  (d. 23/644) Companion of the Prophet and second
caliph after Muhammad (r. 13-23/634-44).

‘Umayr ibn Salma [I-Hanaft]  (fl.late sixth century AD) pre-Islamic member of
the Hanifah (q.v.); celebrated in Arabic literature along with al-Samaw’al
ibn ‘Adiya’ and al-Harith ibn Zalim as one of the three “Arab Depend-
ables” (men who kept their oaths notwithstanding any consequences).
The best known of several stories about ‘Umayr’s oaths is his killing of
his brother Qurayn after Qurayn killed a man whom ‘Umayr had sworn
to protect.

Umayyads (1. 41-132/661-750) the first dynasty to rule the Islamic world.

Umayyah [ibn Abi[-Salt]  (fl. early seventh century AD) pre-Islamic Arabian
poet of the Thaqif (q.v.); author of a number of poems with monotheistic
messages.

Uqaysir  see Muhammad ibn Uqaysir.

Ursa Minor (Ar. Jadi 1-Farqad) the Little Bear, or Little Dipper, one of the
main constellations of the northern hemisphere.

‘Urwah al-Barigi [ibn al-Ja'd ibn Abil-Jad] Companion of the Prophet and
transmitter of hadith; the sources disagree on his exact name.

‘Urwah ibn al-Ward ~ (fl. sixth century AD) pre-Islamic “brigand poet”; a
Robin Hood-like figure in pre-Islamic lore known for his self-sacrifice,
many raids, and untiring generosity to the poor.

‘Urwah [ibn al-Zubayr] (d. 93/711-12 or 94/712-13) son of the Companion
al-Zubayr (q.v.); an eminent hadith transmitter, jurist, and pioneer of
Muslim historical study.

Usamah [ibn Zayd] (d. ca. 54/674) a Companion of the Prophet and son of
Zayd ibn Harithah (q.v.). He was active in early Muslim armies and was
a commander of a force dispatched to Syria at the time of the Proph-
et’s death, which was reportedly redirected and successfully combatted
apostates in northern Arabia.

Usayd ibn al-Halahil ~ (fl. sixth century ADp) minor pre-Islamic Arabian poet.

‘Utaybah ibn al-Harith ibn Shihab [ibn ‘Abd al-Qays ibn al-Kibas ibn Ja'far ibn

Tha'labah ibn Yarbi‘] a horseman of the Tamim (q.v.), he was famous
in pre-Islamic times for his valor.

al-‘Uthi  (d. 228/842) Basran poet, person possessing adab (q.v.), genealogist,
and historian of the Umayyads who authored several books.
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‘Uthman ibn Abi I-As [al-Thaqafi]  (d. 51/671) a Companion of the Prophet,
from al-T2’if (q.v.).

‘Uthman [ibn ‘Affan] (r.23-36/644-56) third caliph of Islam who ruled
during the important period of the conquests and early organization
of the state. He organized the now-canonical Qur’anic codex; his death
sparked the First Civil War.

‘Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Hatib al-Jumahi possibly ‘Uthman
ibn Ibrahim ibn Hatib al-Jumahi (fl. mid-late first/seventh century)
member of the Quraysh; resident in Medina; transmitted hadiths to
some Iraqi scholars.

‘Uyaynah ibn al-Nahhas al-‘Ijli  a poet from Bakr ibn W2’il (q.v.) whose life-
time straddles the origins of Islam.

Wabr ibn Mu‘awiyah al-Asadi  an unknown poet.

Wahb ibn Munabbih  (ca. 34-110/654-728) Yemeni hadith transmitter of
Persian origins; reputed for his knowledge of Christian and Jewish lore.

Wahriz  (d. before AD 579) a Persian general of Khosrow Anushirvan (q.v.)
active in the Yemen.

Waki‘ ibn Abi Sid [al-Tamimi] powerful Umayyad-era military commander.
He clashed with Qutaybah ibn Muslim (q.v.) in a chaotic period in
Khurasan during the short reign of Sulayman ibn ‘Abd al-Malik (q.v.);
he assumed the governorship of Khurasan in 96/715 but within less than
a year lost his position.

Waki‘ [ibn al-Jarrah ibn Malih al-Ruw’asi]  (d. 197/812) famous Iraqi hadith
transmitter.

Wa'lah al-Jarmi  pre-Islamic poet.

washiqah  a traveling provision of meat that is boiled and then cut into strips
and dried.

Yam son of Noah, the fourth in Muslim tradition, which reports his name also
as Canaan (Ar. Kandn), whereas in the Bible, Canaan is a son of Ham.
Based on Q Hud 11:43, some tales relate that Yam refused to enter the ark,
claiming that he could save himself from the deluge by climbing to the
top of the highest mountain.

al-Yamamah the eastern part of central Arabia, identified at the dawn of
Islam as the land to the east of the Najd upland region.
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Ya‘rub ibn Qahtan sometimes called the progenitor of the “Southern Arabs”
by Arab genealogists (credit is alternatively given to his father, Qahtan
[qv.]).

Yazid ibn Abi Ziyad [Abi ‘Abd Allah]  (d. 136/753-54) a client (q.v.) who lived
in Kufa.

Yazid ibn Amr [al-Ma'furi l-Misri] an unknown hadith transmitter often
cited by Ibn Qutaybah.

Yazid ibn Mu‘Gwiyah (r. 60-64/680-83) the second Umayyad caliph, reviled
by the Shi‘ah for ordering the killing of al-Husayn (q.v.).

Yazid ibn al-Muhallab  (d. 102/720) son of the general al-Muhallab and his
successor to the governorship of Umayyad Khurasan (q.v.); repeatedly
arrested and returned to favor before being killed in a major revolt he
organized against the Umayyads in Iraq.

Yemen the southwestern part of the Arabian Peninsula.

Zabban al-Adawi  (fl. first/seventh century) a contemporary of the Prophet
Muhammad.

Zaghawah a lineage that populated the Siidan and that features in Muslim
ethnogenesis.

Zamzam the sacred well of Mecca, to the east of the Kaaba (q.v.) alongside
the wall where the “Black Stone” is enshrined.

Zawl a place, otherwise unidentified, mentioned by Ibn Qutaybah as being
in Sanaa in Yemen.

Zayd ibn Akhzam [Abi Talib al-Basri al-Ta’i]  (d. 257/870-71) transmitter of
prophetic traditions to Ibn Qutaybah.

Zayd ibn Harithah (d. 8/629) a member of the Kalb, captured and enslaved
in Mecca, he was freed by the Prophet and converted to Islam. He led the
first Muslim expedition towards Syria, but was defeated and killed at the
Battle of al-Mu’tah.

Zayd al-Khayl Abu Zayd al-T2’1 (d. ca. 10/632) pre-Islamic horseman (his
name means “Zayd of the Horses”) and poet from the al-T2’1 tribe;
a member of his clan’s delegation to Muhammad, he converted to Islam
and received a new nickname, Zayd al-Khayr (Zayd of Goodness).

Zechariah  (Ar. Zakariyy?’) the father of John the Baptist (q.v.).

al-Zibrigan [ibn Badr] tribal leader and poet of the Tamim (q.v.) and a Com-
panion of the Prophet active in the conquests; three of his sons-in-law

were governors under ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (q.v.).
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Ziyad al-Ajam [Ibn Salma or Ibn Sulaym or Ibn Jabir ibn Amr] (d. ca. 125/
742-43) celebrated Umayyad-era poet of the ‘Abd al-Qays (q.v.); known
also for his inability to pronounce certain Arabic letters, hence his sobri-
quet al-Afjam (“the mumbler”).

Ziyad [ibn Abi Sufyan] (d. 53/673) a prominent governor under the Umayyad
caliph Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (r. 41-60/661-80). Mu‘awiyah tried to
attach Ziyad to his own clan of the Umayyads; often referred to disparag-
ingly as “Ziyad, the son of his [unknown] father.”

al-Ziyadi probably Abta 1-Hasan al-Ziyadi (d. 242/856), a celebrated man of
letters who was appointed judge (gadi) over eastern Baghdad during the
caliphate of al-Mutawakkil (r. 232-47/847-61).

al-Zubayr ibn al-Awwam  (d. 36/656) a prominent member of Muhammad’s
community in Mecca from the ‘Abd al-‘Uzza clan of Quraysh; com-
peted, along with his sons ‘Abd Allah (q.v.) and Mus‘ab, for power after
Muhammad’s death.

Zuhayr [ibn Abi Sulma] (d. AD 609) a pre-Islamic poet famous for his gnomic
sayings and the meticulous composition of his odes, including his great
ode (mu‘allagah).

al-Zuhri  (d.124/742) a founder of the study of Hadith and transmitter of his-
torical lore. A protégé of the Umayyad caliphs from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn
Marwan (q.v.) to Hisham ibn ‘Abd al-Malik. He served at different peri-
ods as a judge, tax collector, and police chief.

Zulaym a small clan of the Hanzalah (q.v.) reportedly descended from the
“Northern Arabs.”
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