Alternate Web Edition of Ibn Fadlan’s Book

This web version of Ibn Fadlan’s book is in essence a diplomatic edition which
contains elements of a critical edition. It is not however a proper critical edition
because such an edition would require that account be taken of the mansucripts
of Yaqut’s Mu'jam al-buldan and of the Persian quotations of Ibn Fadlan’s book.
So this web version of the text is basically a typographical transcription of the
Mashhad manuscript with the addition of a record of the occasions when the
manuscript diverges from the quotations of the text provided by Yaqit as edited
by Wiistenfeld.!

As a typographical transcription, the spellings and orthography typical of
pre-modern scribal Arabic are retained and not modernised. Thus the reader
will encounter a general (though not total) avoidance of hamzah, the variable
dotting of ta’ marbutah, the writing of terminal ya’ with and without dots (in the
manuscript the dots are often written above the hook of the ya’ and not under-
neath, and the scribe often dots alif magsirah), the regular omission of long
alif, and the irregular use of shaddah. Whenever these occur in the manuscript
I have replicated them in the text. I have dotted initial and medial consonants,
especially ya” and t4’, when omitted by the scribe, and recorded scribal practice
in a note. Occasionally the scribe also writes a double dot as a single dot. I have
recorded such instances in the apparatus. I have also noted with the symbol ©
the occurrences in the manuscript of the standard scribal abbreviation of intaha,
it has ended, indicating either the end of a passage or of a session of copying or
both.

Unlike the print edition I have not endeavoured to tidy up or correct the
many names in which the text abounds, or sought to correct anything (be it
usage, or syntax, or statement) which made sense, irrespective of the oddness of
the ensuing meaning. I have only corrected obvious errors (e.g. when the scribe
writes yurnus for burnus) and recorded these interventions in a note. I have also
left unaltered the non-standard features of the syntax of the manuscript, many of
which I corrected for the print edition.?

In the “Note on the Text” in the print edition I propose that the Arabic of the
Mashhad manuscript belongs to that form of non-formal Arabic often referred
to as “Middle Arabic.” This diplomatic edition is intended to corroborate that

proposition.
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Elements of Non-Formal Arabic in the Mashhad Manuscript

I have compiled the following list in accordance with the features of Middle
Arabic identified by Joshua Blau.® The first number refers to Blau’s inventory.
This is followed by a concise description of the feature of Middle Arabic Blau
identifies in his inventory. Examples from the Mashhad text are given next,
one per feature. Blau’s inventory does not cover all of the non-formal features
we encounter in the manuscript, so I have appended a further list of the fea-
tures I have collected. These lists are not comprehensive but indicative and

preliminary.

Blau 14: @ within a word not indicated: §4 }-——M PURW

Blau 16: alif magsurah bi-sirat al-ya’ written as an alif: §47 w2

Blau 17: weakening of hamzah: §2 e sl s

Blau 19: spelling with sad for sin: §5 o

Blau 21: shift from ‘ayn to ghayn: §83 3 ¢

Blau 23: ta’ marbitah spelled as @’ in construct state: §3 ;O Ukl g

Blau 65: unusual plural formations: §12 § J;J\

Blau 71: new prepositions: §17 ¢ xc

Blau 74: disappearance of cases: §9 o5 bp) 3 2\o) saus

Blau 77: disappearance of mood endings: §71 03 a2 &> ’

Blau 79: “verbs preceding subjects which designate several persons stand in
the plural”: §55 9Ly 5,1 H &t

Blau 80: “plurals/nouns not denoting persons may be referred to as plurals”:
§12 rUl‘:— 43!

Blau 82: inaccurate concord of gender: §47 sualb s

Blau 89: laysa as invariable negative: §19 0 » s

Blau 95: “the definite article may be attached to the adjectival attribute only”:
§3 J= M el

Blau 100: ahad can refer to a feminine noun in non-negative sentences: §81
orde!

Blau 110: repetition of bayna: §8 J.U\\JAQ:}&

Blau 113: absence of a pronominal suffix referring to an antecedent: §8 $Jl
0555

Blau 119: huwadha is invariable: §27 3171542

Blau 122: “illogical” wa-: §8 5! gy0¢ 5\a A;\

Blau 124: yakin used before imperfect verb to indicate result: §61 0 ﬁ ol
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Blau 133: “substantive clauses may be introduced by original final conjunc-
tions”: §50 Cﬂ'\lﬁ&)\

Blau 152: aydan precedes the word: §48 Y sblyay Y, Ll )

Irregular use of forms of the verb: §1 (s (for odea-1)

Verbs used without conjunctions: §5 2 A2

Singular verb with plural subject (through attraction to singular substantive
immediately preceding): §53 ) & (8.4«:\)

Expression of pronoun with verb: §44 &l

Absence of pronoun when it might be expected: §87 4,545 2

Plural verb with singular antecedent: §17 r.e\.j\};j)\}ﬂa.;\, Pl ous,l,

Gender of verb in agreement with nearest antecedent rather than subject:
§11 JL.‘:S

Verb in perfect tense after lam: §83 x5 ‘i 9

Plurals in objective forms rather than in nominative: §34 34;’“;5,\3.).2 Jc'“('b

Use of singular for plural: §48 A s, JA-‘\O" ooy

Use of dual for singular: §53 48

Plural nouns denoting persons qualified by singular adjectives: §65 jff)\é

Dual qualified by plural adjective: §67 )g() i)

Absence of connectors (fa-, wa-): §2 J| Hﬂg-\

Irregular use of prepositions: §2 4 .l

Absence of prepositions: §7 o4ty »& (25

Irregular number usage: §9 33155 C)\

The evidence of non-formal elements in the manuscript is, I trust, convincing.
Of course, a number of these features can be found in texts composed in formal
Arabic and I have applied a maximalist scrutiny to the material: some of the
preceding may be carelessness on the part of a scribe or scribes. Such caveats

notwithstanding, however, the evidence can be interpreted in two ways:

1 Ibn Fadlan wrote impeccable formal Arabic which the careless scribe of
the Mashhad manuscript has corrupted; so Yaqut’s quotations present
Ibn Fadlan’s text in its pristine state;

2 Ibn Fadlan wrote a blend of formal and non-formal Arabic, an Arabic
typical of those writing on the margins of scholarship; so Yaqat’s quota-
tions are the result of Yaqait’s tidying up of Ibn Fadlan’s text.*

The first option could be tested by comparing the Mashhad scribe’s copying

of Ibn al-Fagih’s work included in the Mashhad compendium against the other
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versions of the work available: I have not done this. I find the second option
most congenial. It would place Ibn Fadlan alongside other writers such as Ibn
al-Nadim (d. 380/990) and Usamah ibn Mungqidh (d. 584/1188), whose Kitab
al-I'tibar represents a less formal style of writing than that encountered in

Usamah’s other works of scholarship.

Notes

1 Wistenfeld’s edition of Yaqut’s Mujam al-buldan is far from perfect. It is outdated, and
its editorial assumptions are those of the nineteenth and not the twenty-first century.
We know of more mansucripts of the work than were available to Wiistenfeld. He used
the Berlin manuscript for his edition. Both Kovalevskii and al-Dahhan consulted these
other mansucripts for their editions. I do not read Russian, so the notes of the former
are not accessible to me.

2 In Two Arabic Travel Books. New York: NYU Press, 2014.

3 A Handbook of Early Middle Arabic. Jerusalem: The Max Schloessinger Memorial Foun-
dation, 2002.

4 “Zum Text von Ibn Fadlan’s Reisebericht.” Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgendlindisches
Gesellschaft 96 (1942): 100. Ritter notes that the variant readings in the Yaqut mansu-
cripts are closer to the Mashhad mansucript than they are to Wiistenfeld’s edited text.

He also notes that Ibn Fadlan treats the rigors of classical grammar quite freely.
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