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The Library of Arabic Literature series produces bilingual editions of key works of classical and 
pre-modern Arabic literature, in new editions of the Arabic text and new English translations. 
Books in the series are edited and translated by distinguished scholars of Arabic and Islamic 
studies, and are published in parallel-text format with Arabic and English on facing pages. 

The Library of Arabic Literature includes texts from the pre-Islamic era to the cusp of the mod-
ern period, and encompasses a wide range of genres, including poetry, poetics, fiction, religion, 
philosophy, law, science, history, and historiography.

The Library has published twelve books in the last two years, with many more titles in the 
works. In this presentation, several of the Library’s editors and translators—all Penn-affiliat-
ed—will discuss the challenges of editing this literary heritage and translating it into English 
for a contemporary readership of scholars, students and a general audience:

Professor ROGER ALLEN (University of Pennsylvania, emeritus), a member of the Interna-
tional Advisory Board of the Library of Arabic Literature and editor-translator of What ʿῙsā ibn 
Hishām Told Us by Muḥammad al-Muwayliḥī.

Professor DEVIN STEWART (Emory University) is an Editor of the Library of Arabic Litera-
ture and editor-translator of the forthcoming Disagreements of the Jurists, by al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān.

Professor SHAWKAT TOORAWA (Cornell University) is an Executive Editor of the Library 
of Arabic Literature and the editor of the forthcoming Consorts of the Caliphs, by Ibn al-Sāʿī.

CHIP ROSSETTI is Managing Editor of the Library of Arabic Literature. He is pursuing a 
Ph.D. at Penn on Iraqi fiction and is an acclaimed translator, most recently of Beirut, Beirut by 
Sonallah Ibrahim.

The discussion will be moderated by:
Professor JOSEPH LOWRY (University of Pennsylvania), an Editor of the Library of Arabic 
Literature and editor-translator of The Epistle on Legal Theory, by al-Shāfiʿī.
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